
should avoid exposing the ir 
hair because this could tempt 
the opposite sex," he sa id . 

Source: Today 
1 February 1996 

• 
INDONESIAN W O M E N A C T I V I S T S : 

T A R G E T S OF R A P E A N D 

T O R T U R E - A M N E S T Y 

INTERNATIONAL 

The h u m a n r i g h t s g r o u p 
Amnesty Internat ional said In
dones ian women , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
act iv ists, were targets of a rb i 
trary rape, t o r ture , execut i on 
and other rights violations by 
security forces. 

In a report en t i t l ed 
"Women i n I n d o n e s i a 
and East Timor, Stand
ing Aga inst Repress i on , 
Amnesty In te rnat iona l sa id 
tor ture has become i n s t i t u 
t ional i zed w i t h i n the s e cu r i t y 
forces." 

Indones ian Fore i gn M i n i s 
try s p o k e s m a n Ghaf fa r F a d y l 
said the report was "biased" and 
the a l legat ions were not new. 
"Amnesty Internat ional has a l 
ways been engaged in the d is
tortion of facts on human rights 
in Indonesia," Fady l sa id . 

But Amnesty In te rna t i ona l 
spokeswoman Nalyn i Mohamed 
said, i n r e l eas ing the r epor t , 
that "those who chal lenge In
donesian authori t ies frequently 
suffer h u m a n rights v io lat ions, 
including arbitrary arrest, rape, 
torture and extrajudicial execu
tions," Mohamed sa id . 

Amnesty Internat ional 's re
port said women most at r i sk 
were those involved in land dis
putes. Islamic or other rehgious 
activities or those crit iciz ing the 
central rule in the provinces of 
Aceh, I r ian J a y a a n d E a s t 
Timor. The report l is ts a n u m 
ber of allegations of i m p r i s o n 
ment, rape, torture and execu
tions of women in Indonesia i n 
the 1990s. 

Amnesty Internat ional sa id 

it had received 40 tes t imonies 
from women descr ib ing torture 
since 1993. Torture methods in
c luded electric shock, cigarette 
burns , sleep and food depriva
t i o n , a n d b a s h i n g w i t h i r o n 
bars , wood and bott les. "Tor
ture is f requent ly used to ob
ta in in format ion , to in t imidate 
detainees and to obtain confes
s i ons , " A m n e s t y In t e rna t i ona l 
sa id . "In many cases, the at t i 
tude of government and secu
rity officials appears to condone 

the h u m a n rights violat ions," 
it added. 

The h u m a n r i g h t s 
g r o u p added tha t 
s ince the Indones ian 

invasion of East Timor 
i n 1975 , i ndependence 

suppor ters had been r ou 
t i n e l y t o r t u r e d a n d m a l 

treated by Indones ian mi l i t a ry 
p e r s o n n e l . 

• 
FILIPINO W O M E N T A R G E T E D BY 

M O O N I E S 

Ph i l i pp ine immig ra t i on a u 
thor i t ies stopped 984 F i l i p inas 
from leav ing M a n i l a for S o u t h 
Korea as brides. The agency al
leged that the women, who were 
m a r r i e d to most ly S o u t h Ko
r e a n m e n in m a s s w e d d i n g 
rites of the Unification Church , 
are victims of a mail order bride 
scheme by the church . 

Rodolfo D u m a p i a s , an em
bassy counsellor in Seoul, said 
that, "To the Korean Unif ication 
men, marrying a F i l ip ina or any 
foreign woman is Uke a business 
t r ansac t i on [because] he pays 
more t h a n $ 2 , 0 0 0 to get a 
housema id , who can also be a 
sex pa r tne r . " 

R epo r t s have come to 
the P h i l i p p i n e e m b a s s y i n 
Seoul that F ihp ina women were 
be ing brought to Seou l by the 
U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h a n d de
ployed as domestic workers and 
p r o s t i t u t e s . Repor t s a lso i n 
c l u d e d the t e s t i m o n y of a 

w o m a n who was mar r i ed to a 
m e m b e r of the U n i f i c a t i o n 
C h u r c h . She sa id that her 
husband kept her at home as a 
prisoner and passed her around 
to other men. 

The U n i f i c a t i o n C h u r c h , 
founded by Reverend Moon and 
whose m e m b e r s are ca l l ed 
Moonies, has been a controver
s i a l r e l i g i o u s sect in many 
countr ies . It is known interna
t ional ly for its mass weddings. 
The mass weddings that were 
h e l d i n the P h i l i p p i n e s have 
been found by authorities to be 
n o t h i n g more t h a n "mass 
bless ings" for the hundreds of 
couples that were matched by 
Reverend Moon in the Ph i l i p 
p in e s . 

Bel ievers of the Uni f icat ion 
Church claim that the church is 
a b l end of many re l ig ions and 
that it is a peace-loving organi
za t i on . They believe that their 
Church is being attacked for not 
being part of established religions. 

W o m e n who suppo r t the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g of the Un i f i ca 
tion C h u r c h c la im that they are 
under no coercion to leave their 
c o u n t r i e s and to sett le else
where . They added that the 
m a t c h - m a k i n g process is w i th 
their par t i c ipa t i on . 

Author i t i es counter that it 
is no coincidence that F i l ip inas 
are being targeted as bndes. The 
Ko r ean government has an 
n o u n c e d the need for 40 ,000 
more workers to help small com
panies . Women also question 
why the Uni f icat ion C h u r c h is 
targeting only Fi l ip ina women to 
become brides to mostly South 
Korean men. Why not Fi l ipino 
men as grooms to foreign women? 

Source: The Phi l ippine Dai ly 
Inquirer and Today 
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AFRICAN LEADER AWARDED ' 

The 1995 A f r i c a Pr i ze for 
Leadership for the Susta inable 
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End of Hunger went to J " 
Joyc e F . M u n g h e r a , 
V ice-Pres ident of the 
Wor l d Y o u n g 
Women ' s C h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n (YWCA) 
and the Nat ional Ex 
ecutive Director of the 
YWCA of Uganda. 

Ms . M u n g h e r a 
has lead the Uganda 
b r a n c h of the Y W C A 
for 30 y ea r s . In the 
70s, she went under
ground after she was 
d i r ec t l y t h r e a t e n e d 
w i t h e x e c u t i o n by 
then Ugandan dictator 
Idi A m i n . B u t M s . 
M u n g h e r a c o n t i n u e d 
to work even after go
ing underground. 

Ms. Munghera is credited as 
a key person in the e s t ab l i sh 
ment of one of the w o r l d ' s 
strongest networks for women's 
literacy. She is the manager of 
the country's first successful re
volving credit scheme for r u r a l 
woman. Now, Ms. Munghera is 
a lso e s t a b l i s h i n g a r u r a l 
women's bank in Uganda. 

Ms. Munghera jo ins the dis
t i ngu i shed l i s t of awardees of 
the Afr ica Prize for Leadersh ip 
for the Sustainable E n d of H u n 
ger. The 1994 pr ize went to 
H . E . Ne l son M a n d e l a , 
President of the Repub 
lic of South Africa. The 
prize is a project of the 
Hunger Project Organi
za t i on . 

Source: World Young 
Women's Christian Association 

SOUTH PACIF IC W O M E N IN 
THE FOREFRONT OF A N T I -
N U C L E A R P R O T E S T S 

Women from throughout the 
Paci f ic I s l ands d e m o n s t r a t e d 
the i r s o l i da r i t y w i t h one a n 
other as France carr ied out i ts 

\r tests at Moruroa Ato l l 

Isis International-Manila joins 
human rights groups around 
the world in denouncing the 

Nigerian military dictatorship 
that executed Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other human rights activ
ists. 

Saro-Wiwa, a noted writer, 
had led a campaign for self-de
termination for the Ogoni 
people who have suffered un
der the Nigerian military re
gime. Saro-wiwa fought to pro
tect the enviroment which has 
been exploited by foreign oil 
companies. 

i n Augus t and Octo
ber 1995. 
• I n FIJI, 5,000, includ
ing a woman member 
of Parl iament and the 
w o m a n M i n i s t e r of 
E d u c a t i o n , m a r c h e d 
in pro tes t of the 
F r e n c h nuc l ea r test
ing . The two govern
ment women have 
been act ive i n a n t i -
n u c l e a r c a m p a i g n s 
since 30 years back. 
• The Peace F l o t i l l a 
where G r e enpeace 
sh ips , private yachts 
a n d vesse l s p a r t i c i 
pated in was joined by 
the M V K a u n i t o n i 
f rom F i j i w h i c h 
w o m a n Sena t o r A d i 

F inau Tabakaucoro led. Despite 
engine problems, the Kaun i ton i 
joined in the Cook Islands pro
t es t . 

The Cook Islands, which is 
g eog raph i ca l l y c loses t to the 
Atol l , sent a vaka, a tradit ional 
canoe, for which one quarter of 
the popu la t i on gathered for a 
national farewell. The vaka is an 
important symbol to the French 
P o l y n e s i a n s because a t h o u 
s a n d yea r s ago, p o p u l a t i o n s 
moved from Polynes ia through 

the Cooks to New Zealand on 
t. 

In Wes t e rn S a m o a , 
women ' s o r g a n i z a 
t i ons v i s i t ed the 

Pr ime M in i s t e r . Subse 
q u e n t l y , the gove rnment 

decided to boycott the South 
Pacific Games in Tah i t i . 

Individual athletes also boy
cotted the South Pacific Games, 
i n c l u d i n g F i j i an young female 
swimmer Angela B i r c h . 
• W o m e n led " a very h o s t i l e " 
demons t ra t i on at the Cook Is
l ands a i rpor t when the leader 
of F r e n c h Po lynes ia arr ived to 
" e x p l a i n " the F r e n c h t e s t i n g . 
This was considered an unusua l 

event as the Cook Islands have, 
in the pas t , t ended to defend 
F r e n c h Po l ynes ia . 
• "Peace W o m e n " f rom New 
Z e a l a n d a n d Cook Is lands on 
board a chartered plane were re
fused l a n d i n g in Papeete. Not 
giving up, the women went back 
on a c ommerc i a l plane jus t to 
e s t ab l i sh t ies w i th their Maor i 
s i s t e r s . 
• In p o l t i c i a l l y conse rva t i v e 
T o n g a , 500 peop le , most of 
t h e m w o m e n , m a r c h e d in the 
streets i n a n u n u s u a l show of 
protest . Most of the t ime, the 
people of Tonga wi l l not speak 
contrary to the King who did not 
c o n d e m n the nuc l ea r testings. 
• In the Women and the Env i 
ronment meeting in Fij i , partici
pants resolved to lobby France 
to stop n u c l e a r t es t ing in the 
Paci f ic . Women at the meeting 
expressed c once rn for the im
pact nuclear testing would have 
on t u n a f i sh ing in the region, 
for p o s s i b l e c l i m a t e changes , 
and for the stability of the atoll. 
• I n Suava, Fi j i , Katerina Teaiwa 
, a young Fijian designer, staged 
the first ever anti-nuclear fash
ion show. Teresita Teaiwa, sis
ter of Kater ina, said the concept 
was insp i r ed by the l aunch ing 
in 1946 of the b ik in i , the two-
piece ba th ing sui t named after 
the B i k i n i A to l l in the Marsha l l 
I s l a n d s w h e r e the U . S . he l d 
nuc lear test ings. While the b i 
k i n i became i m m o r t a l , h is tory 
has t ended to ignore the suf
fering, displacement and degra
da t i on of B i k i n i A to l l ' s Is land
ers, Teres i ta Tea iwa sa id . 

F r e n c h P r e s i d e n t C h i r a c 
went ahead with the testing de
spite g lobal protests . However, 
the people and the governments 
of the Pac i f i c are not l e t t i ng 
th ings end there . At the A n 
n u a l S o u t h Pac i f i c F o r u m of 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r s , F r a n c e was 
s u s p e n d e d f rom the observer 
l i s t . O the r governments , wi th 
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