
CONFERENCES 

W OME N IN HIGHER EDUCATION TO MEET 

The 9 th A n n u a l Internat ional Conference on 
Women in Higher Educa t i on w i l l be held on 
January 4-7, 1996 at C a m i n o Rea l Paso del 
Norte Hote l , E l Paso, Texas. The conference is 
hosted by the Women's Studies Program and 
the D i v i s i on of Profess ional and Cont inu ing 
Educa t i on , the Univers i ty of Texas at E l Paso. 
The conference w i l l focus on women in their 
var ious roles in higher educat ion . Previous 
conferences were attended by part ic ipants 
from Austra l ia , Canada , Greece, Mex ico , 
Arqent ina, Turkey and Bahra in . The conference 
w i l l provide an opportunity for networking and 
d iscuss ing poss ib le co l laborat ive research 
ventures. Paper abstracts on women in 
internat ional educat ion , mul t i cu l tura l women's 
studies issues, equity issues, women in their 
d i sc ip l ines , women's roles in higher educat ion, 
career mobi l i ty , minor i ty women in higher 
educat ion , and support systems for women in 
higher educat ion . 

Contact : Office of W o m e n n international 
Deve lopment , University of Illinois at Urbana, 320 
International Studies Bui ld ing , 910 South Fifth St., 
Illinois. 

BRAZIL: FIRST CONFERENCE OF WOMEN 
PAJES (SHAMANS) 
In 1994, G R U M l N ' s President, E l iane 
Pot iquara, was honored by P E N C L U B 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L , both as author of the book 
" A Terra e a Mae do Indio" (The Land is 
Mother to the Indian), a teaching a id publ ished 
by G R U M I N wi th support from the Wor ld 
C o u n c i l of Churches ' An t i -Rac i sm Program, 
and for her ded ica t ion to the struggle for 
indigenous rights. The award to E l iane 
Potiguara was supported by the Commit tee of 
Writers i n Pr i son during its 58th International 
Congress, wh i ch voted unrestr icted po l i t i ca l 
support for indigenous writers. Potiquara was 
appointed an honorary member of FEN C L U B 
W E T (USA) . 

Before B ra z i l was "d iscovered" , it he ld more 
than 5 m i l l i on Indians. Today they number 
250 ,000 . In the past, indigenous women used 
to have the f inal say in Assembl i es . They cou ld 
qo against the word of their fathers, brothers or 
husbands. The invasion, sexual v io lence and 
the psychology imposed on some women have 
led them to shelter themselves in the rear 
guard of our men. O l d women in some tr ibes 
s t i l l have the last word and are venerated as 
great sages. For 10 years, G R U M I N has been 
fighting to restore respect for indigenous 
women in the home, i n the communi ty and in 
the country. 
The Nat iona l Seminar " Indigenous Women's 
Hea l th : Our R i gh t " voted and approved a 
proposal to ho ld a First Conference of 
W o m e n Pajes ( S h a m a n s ) . T h i s 
dec is ion was taken because, i n 
some communi t i es where 
co l on ia l and neoco lon ia l 
inf luences are strong, 
women have no effective 
par t i c ipat ion in sp i r i tua l 
act iv i t ies and l i tt le 
recognit ion for their 
sp i r i tua l gifts. 
Preparatory stages to 
this conference involve 
the creat ion of four 
communi ty herb gardens in 
four different states, to 
recuperate and preserve a variety 
of herbs that have fal len into 
d iscredi t s ince the arr ival of a l lopath ic 
medic ine , wh i ch has also served to 
undermine the status of the pajes and 
women herbal doctors, as wel l as t rad i t ional 
methods of ch i ldb i r th and cur ing. For a l l these 
reasons, the Seminar also d iscussed 
Indigenous Women's Reproduct ive Rights at 
length. 
Contact: G R U M I N : Namel lo Soares (240-9294). R u a 
Ambros ina 82 - Ti juca, R io de Janeiro, Brazi l ; tel/fax 
55-21-207-6798. 

REPORT-
IS POVERTY FEMALE? A NEW BRIDGE 
REPORT 

I t has become c o m m o n in development c i rc les 
to ta lk of the ' feminisat ion of poverty'. The 
phrase impl i es that poverty is oecoming a 
female phenomenon, or that women are 
becoming poorer relative to men. This trend is 
often l inked to an increase in the number of 
female-headed househo ld , to the 
informal isat ion of labour markets and, 
generally, to the economic cr ises and 
adjustments of the 1980s in La t in Amer i c a and 
A f r i ca . 

Because many studies in poverty do not look 
inside the household, evidence is l ack ing to 
show a feminisat ion of poverty. Moreover, the 
evidence we do have does not always show 
that more women than men are poor, or that 
their proport ion among the poor, relative to 
men, is increasing. 
Cer ta in groups of women - inc lud ing some but 
by no means a l l female heads of household -
may be part icular ly vulnerable to poverty. 
Women are d iscr iminated against w i th in the 
household, in legal and property rights, in 
access to f inancia l resources, in labo ur 

WOMEN 


