
Men Carving Out Solutions 

l i s t i c pe rspec t i ve o f e d u c a t i o n as one that 
e m p h a s i z e s p e r s o n a l i t y d e v e l o p m e n t , 
ra ther than e x a m i n a t i o n sco res . 

T h e Fathers o f S tudents P r e p a r i n g fo r 
the En t rance E x a m w a s f o r m e d in A p r i l 
1994. I n i t i a l l y c o m p o s e d o f 3 0 fa thers , 
m o s t l y in the i r 5 0 s , w i t h c h i l d r e n in the 
th i rd g rade o f h i g h s c h o o l , it n o w has 150 
m e m b e r s i n c l u d i n g fathers o f m i d d l e - a n d 

h i g h - s c h o o l students. T h e g r o u p is led b y 
p r o f e s s o r C h u n J o n g - d e u k , 5 6 , o f the 
D e p a r t m e n t o f M a t h e m a t i c s o f 
K y o u n g h e e U n i v e r s i t y . 

A c c o r d i n g to C h u n , the m a i n agenda 
o f T h e Fa thers o f S tuden ts P r e p a r i n g f o r 
the E n t r a n c e E x a m is to in i t ia te c h a n g e s 
in the e d u c a t i o n a l s ys tem so that a c h i l d 
u n d e r g o e s e d u c a t i o n not o n l y to pass the 

en t rance e x a m i n a t i o n but a l so to d e v e l o p 
the s t u d e n t ' s w h o l e p e r s o n a l i t y , f h e 
g r o u p e n v i s i o n s each s tudent 's b e i n g able 
to mas te r a s k i l l t h rough the c lose l i nk ­
age o f s c h o o l a n d s o c i e t y , as d o n e i n 
G e r m a n y . 
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M E N F O R 
G E N D E R 
AWARENESS 

in Aus t ra l i a , m e n have f o r m e d g r o u p s s u c h as M e n Aga ins t 

Sexual Assau l t ( M A S A ) and M e n Aga ins t Pa t r i a r chy ( M A P ) as fo ra 

fo r an exchange o f ideas a m o n g gende r - sens i t i ve m e n . T h e s e 

g roups func t ion as m e c h a n i s m s t o e d u c a t e t he p u b l i c — e s p e ­

cial ly m e n — a n d t o l o b b y d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s , bes ides s u p p o r t i n g 

o n e a n o t h e r S o m e t h i n g s im i la r has t a k e n p lace in T h a i l a n d o v e r 

the past f e w years . T h e r e are s o m e m e n w h o have a l ready begun 

to take ac t ion in suppo r t o f the w o m e n ' s cause fo r g e n d e r equality. 

T h e s e m e n c o m e f r o m near ly all w a l k s o f l i f e — g o v e r n m e n t of­

f i c i a l s , t e a c h e r s , a c a d e m i c s , m o n k s a n d . p r i e s t s , l a w y e r s , 

journal is ts, ar t is ts , w r i t e r s and N G O w o r k e r s , t o m e n t i o n a few. 

W i t h t he i nc reased a w a r e n e s s o f h u m a n r ights issues in T h a i s o ­

c ie ty and the c u r r e n t deba tes o n g e n d e r - r e l a t e d issues such as 

p ros t i t u t i on , a n u m b e r o f t hese m e n be l i eve that t he t i m e is r ipe 

fo r Tha i l and ' s f irst men ' s g r o u p . 

C a l l i n g itself M e n fo r G e n d e r A w a r e n e s s ( M E G A ) , the g r o u p 

in tends t o p r o m o t e g e n d e r a w a r e n e s s a m o n g m e n and to w o r k 

t o w a r d the i r ach iev ing an unde rs tand ing o f t h e m s e l v e s , o f o t h e r 

m e n , and o f re la t ionsh ips b e t w e e n m e n and w o m e n . 

M E G A c a m e a b o u t fo r t he s a m e r e a s o n that men ' s g r o u p s 

have been f o r m e d in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s — t h e m e n f ind it eas ie r 

and t h e r e f o r e m o r e e f fec t ive t o a c c e p t suggest ions and c r i t i c i sm 

f r o m o t h e r m e n , and f o r t h e m t o t ake ac t i on o n g e n d e r issues 

as a g r o u p . M E G A shares t he be l ie f that pa t r i a rchy is the r o o t 

cause o f m a n y p r o b l e m s in T h a i soc ie ty . 

M E G A has a lso d e c i d e d to r e m a i n sma l l f o r a f e w years and 

w o r k t o w a r d d e v e l o p i n g a g rass roo t s n e t w o r k , ra the r than a i m 

f o r an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e i m m e d i a t e l y , m u c h l i ke h o w 

w o m e n ' s g r o u p s d e v e l o p e d in to p e r m a n e n t o rgan iza t i ons . A n d 

a l though t he g r o u p rema ins l oose l y s t r u c t u r e d , it has a l ready 

r e c e i v e d men ta l and phys ica l s u p p o r t f o r m o t h e r o rgan iza t ions . 

A s fo r the w o r k t o b e d o n e , m e m b e r s have a l ready been 

d iscuss ing a c a m p a i g n against p ros t i t u t i on . Shar ing the v i e w that 

a patr iarchal cu l tu re causes opp ress ion and exp lo i ta t ion of w o m e n 

in many fo rms , the g r o u p bel ieves it is in a g o o d pos i t ion to grapp le 

w i t h th is key issue. T h e issue m a y have b e e n repea ted l y t ack led 

f o r yea rs , bu t th is w a s m o s t l y by w o m e n ' s g r o u p s and f r o m a 

w o m a n ' s po in t o f v iew . A campa ign against p ros t i tu t ion by a men's 

g r o u p w i l l add t o t he leg i t imacy o f the issue as a soc ia l p r o b l e m . 

M E G A a ims t o e d u c a t e m e n that c o n t r a r y t o w h a t they th ink, 

buy ing sex f r o m a p ros t i tu te d o e s no t i nd i ca te man l iness . Rather, 

it is t rea t ing w o m e n as sex ob jec ts and d e s t r o y i n g the i r fami l ies, 

men ta l l y and physical ly . A M E G A c a m p a i g n t o f ight against p ros ­

t i tu t ion w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o chang ing men ' s va lues and at t i tudes, 

w h i c h c o n s e q u e n t l y s h o u l d r e d u c e the s p r e a d o f A I D S . 

To k n o w m o r e a b o u t M E G A o r jo in its act iv i t ies, con tac t 

P h i p h o p o r C h r i s at M e n f o r G e n d e r A w a r e n e s s , 124 W a t T h o n g 

N o p p h a k h u n , S o m d e j C h e o p h r a y a R o a d , B a n g k o k 1 0 5 0 0 , 

T h a i l a n d ; te l : 4 3 7 - 9 4 4 5 ; fax: 4 3 7 - 9 4 5 0 . 
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