
Men Carving Out Solutions 

Some men have joined the effort to transform existing social 
relationships that lead to and sustain the abuse of women, althoujfh 
the search for such individuals and groups remain a toupfh task to 
this day, amid the prevalence of abusive relationships between men 
and women or men and their children. Women in Action is heartened 
by these £jroups' efforts and cheers them on. 

IN PROGRESS 

A good father is one who grows 
with his children, shoulder to 
shoulder, so that they can sur­

vive well and with confidence amid the 
stress and turbulence of modem times. 

This, for Kim Byoung-geon, 40, is 
the essence of the goal of The Group of 
Wish-to-Be-Good Fathers, where he 
serves as chair of the Steering Commit­
tee. 

Founded in May 1992 by fathers in 
their 30s and 40s, the group now has 
more than a thousand members in Seoul, 
Damyang, Uijongbu, Ulsan and Kumi in 
Korea, as well as in Los Angeles, USA. 
It has carried out various activities, such 
as Train Trip with Father, initiated in 
1992. The fathers took their children to 
Sungduk Rehabilitation Institute with the 
goal of encouraging the children's inter­
est in other members of the community 
and in community affairs. On the third 
Day of Good Fathers, observed every 
May 1, the group held a flea market 
organized around the theme of environ­
ment consciousness to encourage 
children to conserve and recycle re­
sources. 

The group's Los Angeles chapter 
was formed a year ago and tackles par­
ticularly problems relating to domestic 
violence and youth. It carries out studies 
on psychological therapies and counsel­
ing. "Children should be given 
opportunities to have intimate commu­
nication with their father even on the 
subject of sex," said group member Ahn 
Kwang-soo, 36. 

Value of Communication 
Another organization seeking to fos­

ter closer relationships between fathers 
and their children is The Group of Fa­
thers Practicing a Family Meeting, 
established in June 1993. The group 
actually holds meetings with each 
member's family to discuss family affairs 

r and problems in an atmosphere of 
warmth and democracy. 

The Seoul Y M C A maintains a pro­
gram called Youth Train Trip with 

Fathers, which has been successful in fa­
cilitating communication between fathers 
and their children. Some fathers have pub­
lished books where they share their own 
experiences, insights, life philosophies and 
feelings. 

The Korean Research Institute for 
Psychology and Counseling, the Commu­
nication for Youth, and the Korean 
Association for Community Education 
provide training on parents' roles with 
special emphasis on communication skills. 
These organizations have tried to impart 
the message that the best heritage a father 
can give his child is a model of a good 
father—one who remains open to the next 
generation, and to new knowledge and 

attitudes, however painful the adjustment 
process is. 

Growth, Not Grades 
Against a backdrop of recent social 

changes, such as the reduced size of the 
family and the increasing number of 
homes where both parents are working, 
several studies indicate the father's ab­
sence as a contributing factor behind 
problem children. Some fathers have 
taken steps to create a more democratic 
family culture in response, moving away 
from the role of being solely a breadwin­
ner to that of participating in their 
children's education. More important, 
these fathers are developing a more ho-
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l i s t i c pe rspec t i ve o f e d u c a t i o n as one that 
e m p h a s i z e s p e r s o n a l i t y d e v e l o p m e n t , 
ra ther than e x a m i n a t i o n sco res . 

T h e Fathers o f S tudents P r e p a r i n g fo r 
the En t rance E x a m w a s f o r m e d in A p r i l 
1994. I n i t i a l l y c o m p o s e d o f 3 0 fa thers , 
m o s t l y in the i r 5 0 s , w i t h c h i l d r e n in the 
th i rd g rade o f h i g h s c h o o l , it n o w has 150 
m e m b e r s i n c l u d i n g fathers o f m i d d l e - a n d 

h i g h - s c h o o l students. T h e g r o u p is led b y 
p r o f e s s o r C h u n J o n g - d e u k , 5 6 , o f the 
D e p a r t m e n t o f M a t h e m a t i c s o f 
K y o u n g h e e U n i v e r s i t y . 

A c c o r d i n g to C h u n , the m a i n agenda 
o f T h e Fa thers o f S tuden ts P r e p a r i n g f o r 
the E n t r a n c e E x a m is to in i t ia te c h a n g e s 
in the e d u c a t i o n a l s ys tem so that a c h i l d 
u n d e r g o e s e d u c a t i o n not o n l y to pass the 

en t rance e x a m i n a t i o n but a l so to d e v e l o p 
the s t u d e n t ' s w h o l e p e r s o n a l i t y , f h e 
g r o u p e n v i s i o n s each s tudent 's b e i n g able 
to mas te r a s k i l l t h rough the c lose l i nk ­
age o f s c h o o l a n d s o c i e t y , as d o n e i n 
G e r m a n y . 

sou rce : Korean Women Today , N o . 4 3 , 
Summer 1994; The Korean Women's Develop­
ment Institute, C .RO. Box 2267, Seoul, Korea 

M E N F O R 
G E N D E R 
AWARENESS 

in Aus t ra l i a , m e n have f o r m e d g r o u p s s u c h as M e n Aga ins t 

Sexual Assau l t ( M A S A ) and M e n Aga ins t Pa t r i a r chy ( M A P ) as fo ra 

fo r an exchange o f ideas a m o n g gende r - sens i t i ve m e n . T h e s e 

g roups func t ion as m e c h a n i s m s t o e d u c a t e t he p u b l i c — e s p e ­

cial ly m e n — a n d t o l o b b y d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s , bes ides s u p p o r t i n g 

o n e a n o t h e r S o m e t h i n g s im i la r has t a k e n p lace in T h a i l a n d o v e r 

the past f e w years . T h e r e are s o m e m e n w h o have a l ready begun 

to take ac t ion in suppo r t o f the w o m e n ' s cause fo r g e n d e r equality. 

T h e s e m e n c o m e f r o m near ly all w a l k s o f l i f e — g o v e r n m e n t of­

f i c i a l s , t e a c h e r s , a c a d e m i c s , m o n k s a n d . p r i e s t s , l a w y e r s , 

journal is ts, ar t is ts , w r i t e r s and N G O w o r k e r s , t o m e n t i o n a few. 

W i t h t he i nc reased a w a r e n e s s o f h u m a n r ights issues in T h a i s o ­

c ie ty and the c u r r e n t deba tes o n g e n d e r - r e l a t e d issues such as 

p ros t i t u t i on , a n u m b e r o f t hese m e n be l i eve that t he t i m e is r ipe 

fo r Tha i l and ' s f irst men ' s g r o u p . 

C a l l i n g itself M e n fo r G e n d e r A w a r e n e s s ( M E G A ) , the g r o u p 

in tends t o p r o m o t e g e n d e r a w a r e n e s s a m o n g m e n and to w o r k 

t o w a r d the i r ach iev ing an unde rs tand ing o f t h e m s e l v e s , o f o t h e r 

m e n , and o f re la t ionsh ips b e t w e e n m e n and w o m e n . 

M E G A c a m e a b o u t fo r t he s a m e r e a s o n that men ' s g r o u p s 

have been f o r m e d in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s — t h e m e n f ind it eas ie r 

and t h e r e f o r e m o r e e f fec t ive t o a c c e p t suggest ions and c r i t i c i sm 

f r o m o t h e r m e n , and f o r t h e m t o t ake ac t i on o n g e n d e r issues 

as a g r o u p . M E G A shares t he be l ie f that pa t r i a rchy is the r o o t 

cause o f m a n y p r o b l e m s in T h a i soc ie ty . 

M E G A has a lso d e c i d e d to r e m a i n sma l l f o r a f e w years and 

w o r k t o w a r d d e v e l o p i n g a g rass roo t s n e t w o r k , ra the r than a i m 

f o r an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e i m m e d i a t e l y , m u c h l i ke h o w 

w o m e n ' s g r o u p s d e v e l o p e d in to p e r m a n e n t o rgan iza t i ons . A n d 

a l though t he g r o u p rema ins l oose l y s t r u c t u r e d , it has a l ready 

r e c e i v e d men ta l and phys ica l s u p p o r t f o r m o t h e r o rgan iza t ions . 

A s fo r the w o r k t o b e d o n e , m e m b e r s have a l ready been 

d iscuss ing a c a m p a i g n against p ros t i t u t i on . Shar ing the v i e w that 

a patr iarchal cu l tu re causes opp ress ion and exp lo i ta t ion of w o m e n 

in many fo rms , the g r o u p bel ieves it is in a g o o d pos i t ion to grapp le 

w i t h th is key issue. T h e issue m a y have b e e n repea ted l y t ack led 

f o r yea rs , bu t th is w a s m o s t l y by w o m e n ' s g r o u p s and f r o m a 

w o m a n ' s po in t o f v iew . A campa ign against p ros t i tu t ion by a men's 

g r o u p w i l l add t o t he leg i t imacy o f the issue as a soc ia l p r o b l e m . 

M E G A a ims t o e d u c a t e m e n that c o n t r a r y t o w h a t they th ink, 

buy ing sex f r o m a p ros t i tu te d o e s no t i nd i ca te man l iness . Rather, 

it is t rea t ing w o m e n as sex ob jec ts and d e s t r o y i n g the i r fami l ies, 

men ta l l y and physical ly . A M E G A c a m p a i g n t o f ight against p ros ­

t i tu t ion w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o chang ing men ' s va lues and at t i tudes, 

w h i c h c o n s e q u e n t l y s h o u l d r e d u c e the s p r e a d o f A I D S . 

To k n o w m o r e a b o u t M E G A o r jo in its act iv i t ies, con tac t 

P h i p h o p o r C h r i s at M e n f o r G e n d e r A w a r e n e s s , 124 W a t T h o n g 

N o p p h a k h u n , S o m d e j C h e o p h r a y a R o a d , B a n g k o k 1 0 5 0 0 , 

T h a i l a n d ; te l : 4 3 7 - 9 4 4 5 ; fax: 4 3 7 - 9 4 5 0 . 

source: Fnends of Women Newsletter, Vol. 5 N o . I, June 1994 
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