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In Tanzania the numbe r o f women i n h igh level decision mak ing fora is very small . 
W o m e n constitute over 51 percent o f the country's populat ion of 23 m i l l i on but they are 
very few i n both party and government decision mak ing bodies. 

W o m e n have been par t i c ipa t ing fully to de
f end and ma in ta in the r ight o f every Tanza
n i an as part o f the ir l iberat ion struggle. How
ever they have never been fully involved in 
dec is ion m a k i n g pol icy. A l t h o u g h before 
independence w o m e n were part ic ipat ing fully 
i n ra is ing the country 's e conomic growth they 
were not fully involved in dec is ion mak ing on 
party and government issues. 

The r e were many reasons why women were not 
fully par t i c ipat ing in pol icy dec is ion mak ing . 
O n e factor was lack o f educat ion . W o m e n were 
not va lued i n a society wh i ch ma in ta ined the 
myth that a woman was not equal to a man 
and therefore only m e n were ent i t led to 
educat ion and inher i tance . W o m e n got their 
educat ion f r om the Q u r ' a n and B ib le and not 
th rough f o rma l educat ion . 

Re l i g i on also h inde r ed women 's part ic ipat ion 
in h i gh level dec is ion mak ing . Some rel ig ions 
have been suppress ing women to the extent 
that women regard themselves incapable o f 
expressing the ir own views. W o m e n were used 
to listen and accept decis ions made by men . 
Cu l tura l and t rad i t iona l taboos have also 
humi l iated and prevented the fu l l part ic ipa
t ion of women i n society. W o m e n were seen as 
slaves to men. 

Some women who have emerged in pol i t ics i n 
Tanzan ia to defend T A N U (Party) are B i b i T i t i 
M o h a m m e d , Lucy l/amock, T h e d a Mshau and 
Agnes Suza. These women have contr ibuted to 
the at ta inment o f the country's independence . 

A l t h o u g h they have played a major ro le i n the 
history o f the country, many o f the i r develop
ment proposals part icular ly o n women were 
rejected. Few women were in top leadership 
posit ions to push these proposals. 

T h e Tangany ika Women ' s Organ isa t ion 
( U W T ) , the nat iona l women 's organizat ion, 
was f o rmed after independence to give women 
an oppor tun i ty to part ic ipate i n na t ion bu i l d 
ing, k sensitized women in Tanzan ia to feel 
conf ident as women and to con t ro l their own 
organizat ion. 

O t h e r organizat ions changed i n the ir attitude 
towards women. W o m e n took o n leadership 
roles i n these groups. They became active i n 
po l i t i ca l parties as chairpersons, committee 
members and secretaries. 

In the 1990 Genera l Elect ions, Kate Kamba 
and S h a m i n K h a n beat their opponents in the 
race for const i tuency seats. In Zanzibar , al l the 
women candidates who contested for the 
const i tuency seats won the e lect ion. 

O f the 33 women who contested for parlia
mentary seats th rough the mass organisation 
only four were successful. Together with 15 
special seats reserved for women, 23 out o f 
216 MPs o f the U n i o n Parl iament are women . 
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