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In September 1992, the first F i l ip ino Migrant Women 's Conference convened by the C o m 
mission for F i l i p ino Migrant Workers, was he ld in Barcelona, Spain. It was a imed at empow
er ing Fi l ip inas by identi fying the problems, finding solutions, and work ing out ways to 
implement its programs towards empowerment. It was attended by about 70 Fi l ip inas from 
11 European countries. Thus, B A B A Y L A N - A Ph i l ipp ine Women 's Network i n Europe was 
bo rn , composed o f 35 F i l i p ino migrant women's organizations, groups, and women's desks 
i n Europe . 

T h e Barce l ona conference analyzed the root 
causes to the various prob lems brought about 
by a comb ina t i on o f soc io-economic and 
po l i t i ca l factors i n the Ph i l i pp ines and Europe 
that push and p u l l w o m e n to migrate. Those 
at tend ing the conference bel ieved that this 
was also due to the unequa l a n d unjust distr i
bu t i on o f wealth a n d resources in the wor ld . 
A n o t h e r factor is the co l on ia l cu l ture i n 
gra ined by l o n g years o f co lon i za t ion by the 
West; and the P h i l i p p i n e government 's fai lure 
to address decisively the prob lems of poverty 
as wel l as its o ther pol ic ies that encourage 
migra t ion . 

T o address these prob lems, the Network has 
ident i f i ed the fo l l ow ing objectives: 

T o work wi th o ther migrant women i n 
Europe and to l i nk w i th women 's organiza
tions in the Ph i l i pp ines ; 

T o empower F i l ip inas in Eu rope to be able 
to d e m a n d for their own rights; 

T o lobby to po l i cy-making bodies i n Eu rope 
that fo rmulate pol ic ies affecting them; 

T o d e m a n d f r om the P h i l i p p i n e govern
ment to repeal ant i -migrant laws, to provide 

welfare services to overseas F i l i p inos and 
formulate rat ional e conomic deve lopment 
plans that wi l l address basic prob lems o f 
poverty instead o f p u s h i n g the export o f 
P h i l i p p i n e labor to the wo r ld to service fore ign 
debts. 

B A B A Y L A N conduc ted a Faci l i tator 's T r a i n i n g 
i n May this year i n Rome , Italy and was at
tended by 25 F i l ip inas f r om 13 E u r o p e a n 
countries. It was the first project a imed not 
only to empower women but to give basic 
women 's or ientat ion t ra in ing relevant to the 
prob lems o f migrant women ; to strengthen 
them and to have a deeper unders tand ing o n 
f emin ism and women 's issues. A n impor tant 
part o f the t ra in ing was the f o rmula t i on o f 
t ra in ing modules adaptable to country situa
tions. 
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