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Dar al Amal was set up after several years' work in a blue collar district of Brussels with a 
high density of migrants among the population. Dar al Amal, which means "house of 
hope", was intended as a sign of hope in a new concept of work with women migrants. 

Dar al Amal, l ike o ther social centres i n s imi lar 
districts deals m a i n l y wi th y o u n g w o m e n who 
have access to the c o n v e n t i o n a l activities i n 
migrant circles. Centres l ike D a r aZ A m a i organ­
ise literacy courses for y o u n g semi-literate 
w o m e n or remedia l classes for those who are 
st i l l a t tending school . U promotes cu l tura l 
activities as wel l as theatrical groups. 

Dar al Amal does not i n t e n d ei ther to impose 
Western cu l ture o r to reproduce one culture 
to the d e t r i m e n t o f another . U works with 
M u s l i m w o m e n w h o live i n a Western context. 

In view o f this general framework their work 
always takes into account respect for the 
or ig ina l cul ture a n d encourages solidarity 
a m o n g w o m e n . T r a i n i n g cooperatives i n 
c o o k i n g , weaving, sewing, c u t t i n g have been 
set u p i n order to provide the y o u n g w o m e n 
with a vocat ion that w i l l he lp integrate t h e m 
into the c o m m u n i t y . . 
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