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U n d e r the constraint o f culture and tradit ion, women i n Taiwan are still considered the 
second-class gender group. W o m e n are still d iscr iminated against i n society. W o m e n have 
less opportunit ies for employment and the hard labor of household chores rests on their 
shoulders. W o m e n workers have to play dual roles of housewives and vocational workers. In 
the work sites, most o f the management personnel are male while female workers are on the 
produc t i on lines. They have few opportunit ies for p romot ion . W h e n companies or factories 
hire female workers, they ask these women to sign an agreement that when they marry or 
give b i r th to a ch i ld , they must resign voluntarily. W hen these women resign "voluntari ly," 
they cannot receive the dismissal allowance. 

T h e work sites are v io lent places for w o m e n 
workers. Employers and managers ask female 
employees to sleep with them in order to 
ma in ta in their jobs or to obta in better wo rk ing 
condi t ions . O n the p r o d u c t i o n l ines, this k i n d 
o f sexual harassment is even more serious. 
These women workers are f r om the country 
side or are abor ig ina l girls. Some are only 
th i r teen years o ld . They come to the cities as 
trainees or interns. Mo r e and more young girls 
are resort ing to abort ions. The r e are no sjifety 
facilities i n the factories. W o m e n often work in 
the textile, garment, plastics, a n d electronics 
industries wh i ch are cons idered vital to the 
deve lopment o f the na t iona l economy. The 
industr ia l areas where they work are dark and 
isolated and the girls suffer f r om vio lence 
f r om m e n , often be ing assaulted or raped. 
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Types and Cases 

A b o r i g i n a l Women 

T h e r e are ten tribes o f abor ig inals i n Taiwan 
who speak 13 dif ferent languages. T h e lands 
former ly used by them to cultivate crops are 
now be ing used as nat iona l parks, exper imen
tal forest areas for universities, farms for 
ret i red servicemen o f C h i a n g Kai-shek's army 
and go l f courses. O w i n g to the shr inkage o f 
their lands, the agr icu l tura l and h u n t i n g 
societies o f the tribals have co l lapsed. Y o u n g 
girls, w o m e n a n d m e n are 
forced to come to the cities to 
look for jobs . O n l y the elder ly 
and ch i l d r en u n d e r the age o f 
12 r ema in i n the villages. Some 
pr imary schoo l graduates are 
forced to work as prostitutes 
even i f they are below the 
m i n i m u m age to work legally. 
They are sent to the owners o f 
brothels , where they are in 
jec ted wi th ho rmones and fed 
ch i cken soup so they w i l l de
velop faster and be used by 
male customers. A c c o r d i n g to 
Ch inese t rad i t i on , a man who 
has intercourse wi th a v i rg in w i l l 
live ten years longer. 
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Foreign iVomen Workers 

The in t roduc t i on o f fore ign 
labor is one of the strategies to 
rob b ig money i n capital ist 
societies. D u r i n g per iods o f 
economic crises, factories close 
and discard the ir workers and 
then try to in t roduce low-cost 
laborers f rom T h i r d W o r l d 
countries. Th i s is i n t ended to 
fight sky rocke t ing consumer 
prices and ma in ta in low wage 
rates. Unfortunate ly , it also 
deprives women o f the i r dignity. 
Th is is in total v io la t ion o f the 
pr inc ip les o f humani ty . Fo r the 
intermediaries and the under 
wor ld figures, labor p rov ided by 

foreign women workers brings con t inuous 
huge profits without the need to pay fair 
wages. 
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