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As I wandered among the procurers who " impor t " women from all over As ia to work i n the 
pleasure districts o f Japan , I was buffeted by of fhand remarks l ike, "I got this g i r l for a song 
and sold that one for a cool prof it ." 

Tens o f thousands o f As i an w o m e n have been 
lu red to J a p a n u n d e r the sham o f work con
tracts on ly to be subjected to the worst treat
ment that the sex slave trade offers. Some say 
that things are l o o k i n g u p because o f the 
rap id dec l ine i n sex tours to As ian countr ies. 
But the under l y ing signif icance o f this declara
t ion is that the " N o r t h - South sex tour prob
l e m " has just assumed a new fo rm, b r i n g ing 
the issue closer to home , where it is c on t inu 
ing to escalate to u n k n o w n heights. 

T h e sudden rise i n the n u m b e r o f women 
en t e r i ng j apan corresponds to the l iberal iza
t i on o f in te rnat iona l travel by A S E A N coun
tries, start ing wi th Ta iwan i n 1979. En t e r i ng on 
tourist o r business visas, they engage i n unau
thor i zed work such as bar hostessing or strip
p ing . A n d very soon they find that they have 
overstayed their short-term visas. 

h is di f f icult to estimate the real n u m b e r o f 
fore ign w o m e n wo rk ing i l legally i n Japan . 
There are said to be thousands o f Korean 
women wo rk ing as kisaeng (entertainers who 
sing and dance i n n ightc lubs , but are also 
prostitutes) i n "Korea C l u b s " scattered 

throughout Japan . A d d to these figures 
w o m e n f r om Taiwan a n d T h a i l a n d a n d the 
n u m b e r o f As ian women now in Japan easily 
reaches tens o f thousands. 

H o w d i d these w o m e n get here? T h e route 
f rom T h a i l a n d used to take two basic forms: A 
Japanese scout wou ld go and find recruits, or 
enterpr is ing women asp i r ing to advance their 
financial cond i t ions wou ld come to J a p a n on 
the ir own. Recently, however, a new figure has 
appeared o n the scene: the agent who pro
cures and brings women into Japan . 

B e h i n d the scenes, however, the real master
m inds o f the As ian sex traffic are organized 
cr ime syndicates. A c c o r d i n g to officials o f 
Nar i ta Internat ional A i rpor t , between January 
and Oc tobe r 1981, 535 people w i th gangster 
connect ions departed f rom Nar i t a o n smug
g l ing operat ions to buy w o m e n a n d contra
band . Wh i l e the dealers are m a k i n g huge 
profits, most o f the w o m e n receive relatively 
l itt le for their work. 

Facts l ike these make it easy to see the 
" c r ime " i n "organized c r i m e " a n d who the 
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vict ims are. W o u l d the same treatment be 
given to Japanese or Westerners? A n d yet tens 
o f thousands of As ian women are be ing 
bought , impo r t ed and so ld as cheap sex 
commodi t i es . These women suffer the com
p o u n d e d curse o f be ing As ian and be ing 
female, w h i c h justif ies whatever treatment they 
get i n the eyes o f those involved i n their 
exp lo i ta t ion . 

International trade relations and sex trade 

T h e home lands o f these thousands o f women 
are in many cases the very countr ies wh i ch are 
struggl ing wi th rap id ly m o u n t i n g foreign 
debts. These stra ined c ircumstances push 
more and more w o m e n out o f their countr ies 
to work as prostitutes 
abroad. 

T h e Ko r ean kisaeng 
come to J a p a n wi th 
the ir government-
issued "enterta in
ment l i cences" i n 
hand . After t r a in ing 
them for two or three 
weeks in i m p r o m p t u 
s ing ing a n d danc ing , 
the government 
administers a test and 
issues the l icences. 
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However, the mon th l y 
wages f rom the Ko r ea C l u b , d e p e n d i n g on the 
contract, are remi t ted direct ly i n won to the 
women's parents o r family i n Korea . T h e only 
cash the woman hersel f sees is a mea l allow
ance. But almost a l l the w o m e n are already in 
debt for advances made in preparat ion for the 
journey . W h o can pay back a debt out o f a 
mea l allowance? A b o u t a l l that leaves is prosti
tu t i on . 

T h e Ko rean /tuaeng scattered a r o u n d Japan get 
about U S $ 800 - per m o n t h . A d d to this prosti
tu t i on earnings, and the total f igure can have a 
substantial impact o n the nat iona l debt hang
i ng over South Korea . 

T h e government recruits prostitutes and 
licences them. Th is can only be seen as gov
e rnment cont ro l l ed prost i tut ion for the pur
pose o f fore ign income. 

economic aggression 

The encouragement o f in ternat iona l prost i tu
t ion by As ian countr ies is in large part due to 
Japanese economic aggression. Cons ide r ing 
the re lat ionship between the Japanese na
t ional economy and the rest o f As ia , Japan 's 
profits f rom the one-sided robbery of Asia 's 
wealth stand out i n stark relief. Th i s calculated 
exp lo i ta t ion includes taking advantage o f the 
"nat ional i zed pros t i tu t i on " o f despotic gov
ernments th rough the massive impor ta t i on of 

As ian women as the 
cheapest sex objects on 
the market. 

Sexual explo i tat ion 
and economic explo i 
tat ion are two sides of 
the same co in , the 
interplay o f wh i ch is 
intensifying the sex 
traffic p r ob l em in Asia. 
These women stream
ing into a strange land 
follow in the footsteps 
of Japan 's own unfor
tunate karayuki-san, 
women who set out for 

lives o f prost i tut ion in Southeast As ia , Aus
tralia, India, and even Zanzibar a r o u n d the 
tu rn o f the century. T ranscend ing t ime and 
nat iona l boundar ies , the poverty o f women 
cont inues to be explo i ted . 

Source: TroubU & Strife 12, W in te r 1987, pp. 
11-13. No rw i ch , U .K . 
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