
From Our Readers 

Papua New Guinea Group Forges Ahead 
on IVomen's Environmental Awareness 

Dear Sisters, 

W e saw a short descr ip t ion o f your organizat ion 
in The Tribune February 1993 and are wr i t ing 
for more i n f o r m a t i o n about Isis Internat ional . 

T h e Melanesian Environment Foundation is a 
non-government organiza t ion w o r k i n g to raise 
awareness of e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues i n F a p u a N e w 
G u i n e a . O u r work pr imar i ly focusses o n the 
issues o f logging, m i n i n g a n d dynamite fishing 
and is c o n d u c t e d by youth i n schools a n d wi th 
people i n villages. O v e r the past year and a ha l f 
M E F has made a concerted effort to encourage 
the ful l par t ic ipa t ion o f w o m e n i n o u r work. In 
o u r efforts to involve a n d strengthen the w o m e n 
we have I>egun to address some basic issues that 
keep w o m e n f rom work such as violence against 
w o m e n , chi ldcare , heal th i n c l u d i n g family p lan
n i n g a n d feelings o f shame, jealousy a n d fear. 
These issues have not been totally resolved but 
have been dealt wi th s ignif icantly so that the 
w o m e n have now begun to part icipate i n the 
awareness work o n e n v i r o n m e n t regularly rather 
than just office support work. 

In our early stages o f p l a n n i n g the women's 
p rogram, we need i n f o r m a t i o n f rom other w o m 
en's groups l ike yours that w i l l he lp to s trengthen 
o u r under s t and ing of women's re lat ionship wi th 
the env i ronment , models to h e l p us develop 
ways to work with groups o f village w o m e n a n d 
ways to help the m e n feel less threatened a n d 
more supportive. We- are interested i n receiving 
your in fo rmat ion pack o n the e n v i r o n m e n t and 
what w o m e n are d o i n g to protect it a n d any 
other publ ica t ions you may have o n the subject.. 

W e realize that we are asking for a lot but please 
unders tand that any i n f o r m a t i o n you can pro
vide us now or i n the future w i l l be greatly 
appreciated. 

Joyce David and Gerry Pearson 
Women' s Program 

Melanes ian E n v i r o n m e n t F o u n d a t i o n Inc. 
P O Box 4830 
B o r o k o , N C D 

P a p u a N e w G u i n e a 

^ W e will b e m o r e t h a n h a p p y t o s e n d y o u 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n y o u r e q u e s t e d . If a n y o f o u r 
r e a d e r s w o u l d l ike t o s h a r e thei r e x p e r i 
e n c e s o f a c t i v e l y i n v o l v i n g w o m e n in 
e n v i r o m e n t issues, p l e a s e wr i te d i r e c t l y t o 
MEF. - Editor 

Africa Exchange 

Dear M a d a m , 

W a r m greetings. 

T h a n k you for your letter. W e received your 
magazine Women in Action w h i c h i n c l u d e d an 
a n n o u n c e m e n t of the 7th Internat ional W o m e n 
a n d H e a l t h Meet ing . We are glad for a.ssistance 
a n d coopera t ion . 

We are send ing you a copy o f o u r magazine 
A f r i c a Women and Health. 

Yours sincerely, 

Maurisia Ssebugwawo 
Safe M o t h e r h o o d Initiative i n U g a n d a 

P O Box 1191 
K a m p a l a , U g a n d a 

M a n y t h a n k s for this e x c h a n g e o f p u b l i c a 
t ions . - Editor 
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From Our Readers 

Research on Women 
Migrants in India 

Dear Isis, 

I am Dr . Ka lpana Paral ikar , core faculty membe r 
o f the Women ' s Studies Depar tment at M.S. 
University o f Baroda . I have been work ing o n 
w o m e n and mig ra t i on since 1985. I have devel
oped a teach ing m o d u l e o n research method
ologies for s tudy ing w o m e n a n d migra t i on at the 
househo ld level. 

Last year I unde r t ook the study o f w o m e n mi 
grants f r om Ind ia to the U S A addressing issues 
o f c once rn to p lanners a n d po l icy makers in the 
two countr ies . I am also wo rk ing o n a paper o n 
women and mig ra t i on based o n studies in India . 
Review o f available l i terature ind ica ted a focus 
o n in te rna l m ig ra t i on instead o f women mi 
grants f r om other countr ies such as Bang ladesh 
a n d Sr i L a n k a . 

Studies showed that most o f the migrants settled 
i n no r th a n d south eastern states. However, not 
m u c h in f o rmat i on is available o n them and there 
is a need to study the migrant popu la t i on and 
identi fy facilities p rov ided to them for settle
ment or t rans i t ion i n the ir own country. 

I wou ld l ike to know i f you have done any projects 
i n this area and see i f we can undertake s imi lar 
ones here. I hope that you wi l l be able to share 
some in f o rmat i on wi th me. 

W i t h regards. 

Dr. Kalpana R. Paralikar 
8 A d i t i Park, opposi te Skat ing R i n k 

Ako ta , B a r o d a 390020, Ind ia 

We hope that this issue on women and 
migration will be helpful to your research 
work. Do keep us informed about your 
studies. - Editor 

Documenting Women's 
Testimonies of Violence Worldwide 

Dear Isis, 

O u r Associat ion is l o ok ing for wor ld wide testi
monies f r om women , o f al l rel ig ions and cul 
tures, about the i l l treatment inf l ic ted o n them 
by men . T h e list wh i ch inc ludes rape, battering, 
sexual mut i l a t i on , polygamy, r epud ia t i on , ston
ing , sexual harassment, prost i tut ion, pornogra
phy, d i sc r im ina t i on at work, foot b ind ing , and 
chastity belts is by no means exhaustive. 

T h e accounts, treated confidentially, w i l l eventu
ally f o rm part o f a b rochure re lat ing the outrages 
imposed u p o n women by the patr iarchal system. 

T h a n k you for cooperat ing wi th our informative 
act ion o n the status o f women. 

Dr. Michele Dayras 
S O S S E X I S M E 

2 Rue d u Be l A i r 
92/90 M e u d o n 

Paris 
France 

Testimonies from women, in particular, 
personal accounts of one of the largest, 
sustained and ignored abuse of human 
rights, that ofviolence against women, need 
to be documented. - Editor 
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From Our Readers 

Iranian Woman Requests 
Women's Experiences of Rape 

Dear Isis, 

War Crimes Against Women Revealed 

Dear Isis, 

T h a n k y o u f o r s e n d i n g us c o p i e s o f the 
i n f o r m a t i o i n packet, "Le t O u r S i lenced Voices 
be H e a r d : T h e Traff ic i n A s i a n W o m e n " . It is a 
very useful i n f o r m a t i o n material . 

In exchange, enclosed is a c o m p l i m e n t a r y copy 
o f the book o n F i l i p i n o c o m f o r t w o m e n - "Crimes 
o n As ian W o m e n : Mi l i t a ry Sexual Slavery by 
Japan D u r i n g W o r l d W a r 11". T h e b o o k is avail
able at P200 per copy at the As ian W o m e n H u 
m a n Rights C o u n c i l ( A W H R C ) office. 

A g a i n , thank you . 

S incerely yours, 

Nelia Sancho 
Asian W o m e n H u m a n Rights C o u n c i l 

45-A M a p a g k u m b a b a Street 
S ikatuna Vi l lage 

Quezon City 
P h i l i p p i n e s 

For all those interested in f inding out more 
a b o u t the military atrocit ies against w o m e n 
p e r p e t u a t e d in the n a m e of empi re bui ld
ing, r e a d this book . - Editor 

Congratu la t ions o n the success o f your j o u r n a l . 
Women in Action. W e wish you al l the best i n your 
efforts to d o c u m e n t women's issues a n d activi
ties. 

S inaSoroosh , a m e m b e r o f o u r university, w o u l d 
l ike to write an article o n women's experiences o f 
rape or attempted rape - their immedia te re
sponses w h e n b e i n g attacked a n d the situation 
i n w h i c h this attack occurred . W e w o u l d appreci
ate it very m u c h i f you c o u l d p u b l i s h this letter so 
that w o m e n interested i n shar ing their experi
ences may write her directly at the address below. 

T h a n k you very m u c h for your he lp . 

Lida Walim 
W o m e n ' s Research 

C e n t r a l Evaluat ion o f Internat ional Studies 
P O B o x 11365-7331 

T e h r a n , Iran 

W e h o p e that our readers will b e a b l e to 
share their exper iences with Sina. - Editor 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Friends, 

Isis International is currently updating 
its directory of Women's Organizations in 
time for the 1995 U N World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China. 

If you wish to be part of the directory, 
please fill in the inserted self-addressed 
form and return it, no later than 14 Febru
ary, 1994. Any current literature produced 
by you, such as brochures, annual reports, 
etc., will be of help in accurately describing 
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