
S T A T E M E N T POLICIES 

A Declaration of 

Wlien in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary to crea te a new bond 
among the peoples of the earth, connect­
ing each to the other, undertaking equal 
responsibilities under the laws ofna ture, 
a decent respect for the welfare of hu-
ma nkind and all life on ea rth requires us 
to Declare our Interdependence. 

We recognize that humankind has not 
woven the web of life,- we are but one 
thread within it. Whatever we do to the 
web, we do to ourselves. Whatever be­
falls the earth befalls also the family of 
the earth. 

We a re concerned about the wounds a nd 
bleeding sores on the naked body of the 
earth: the famine, the poverty,- the chil­
dren born into hunger and disease,- the 

Interdependence 
destruction of forests and fertile lands,-
the chemical and nuclear accidents,- the 
wa rs a nd dea ths in so ma ny parts of the 
world. 

It is our belief tha t mans dominion over 
nature parallels the subjugation of 
women in many societies, denying them 
sovereignty over their lives and bodies. 
Until a II societies truly va lue women a nd 
the environment, their joint degra da tion 
will continue. ... 

Women s views on economic justice, hu-
ma n rights, reproduction and the a chieve-
ment of peace must be heard at local, 
na tiona I, a nd interna tiona I forums, wher­
ever policies are made that could affect 
the future of life on earth. Partnership 
among all peoples is essential for the 
survival of the planet. 

If we are to have a common future, we 
must commit ourselves to preserve the 
natural wealth of our earth for future 
generations. 

As women we accept our responsibility 
and declare our intention to: 

it Link with others—young and old, 
women and men, people of all races, 
religions, cultures and political beliefs--
in a common concern for global surviva l,-

71 his INTERNATIONAL WOMEN IN ACTION 4/92 £. 1/93 



STATEMENT POLICIES 

•A- Be aware in our private, public and 
working lives of actions we can take to 
sa fegua rd our food, fresh wa ter, clea n a ir 
and quality of life/ -

Make women^s collective experiences 
and Judgments equal to experiences and 
value judgments of men when policies 
a re ma dethata ffect o ur future a nd future 
generations/ 

it Expose the connections between envi­
ronmental degradation, greed, uncon­
trolled militarism and technology de­
void ofh uma n va lues. Insist tha t h uma n 
and ecologica I va lues ta ke a bsolute prec­
edence when decisions are made in na­
tional affairs/ 

it Change government, economic and 
socia I policies to protect the well-being of 
the most vulnerable among us and to 
end poverty and inequality/ 

it Work to dismantle nuclear and con­
ventional weapons, build trust among 
peoples and nations, and use all avail­
able international institutions and net­
works to achieve common security for 
the family of earth. 

We also declare that, whenever and 
wherever people meet to decide the fate 
oftheplanet, it is our intention to partici­
pate on an equal footing, with full and 

fair representation, equivalent to our 
number and kind on earth. 

Drawn from the words and philosophies 
of the drafters of the US Declaration of 
Independence Only4,1776)/ Chief Sea ttle 
to President Franklin Pierce (1855)/ 
Wangari Maathai, founder, Qreen Belt 
Movement, and Chair, National Coun­
cil of Women of Kenya (1988)/ The UN 
Population Fund (1988)/ Women s For­
eign Policy Council/ The World Commis­
sion on Environment and Development 
(1987)/SpiritualandParliamentary Lead­
ers Qlobal Survival Conference, Oxford 
(April 1988). 

Source: Women's Environment and Development Pro­
gram, Women's Foreign Policy Council, 1133 Broad­
way, Room 924, New York, NY 10010 USA. Tel.: (212) 
691-7316. 
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