
• STATEMENT POLICIES 

STATEMENT ON POPULATION 

AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

T he c u r r e n t m a c r o 
debate w h i c h por
t r a y s p o p u l a t i o n 
growth as the cen

t r a l variable i n environmental 
degradation is not supported 
by research findings. Extremes 
of weal th and poverty, leading 
to overconsumption by some 
and the erosion of livelihoods 
for others, skewed distr ibution 
and use of resources, and pat
terns of h u m a n settlement (in
cluding urbanization) have a 
stronger demonstrable rela
tionship to environmental deg
radation t h a n population size 
per se. In addition, macro/ 
global economic strategies and 
policy decisions are increas
ingly affecting both people and 
the n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t . 
These findings are supported 
i n study after study, across a 
wide range of social and envi
ronmental conditions. 

There has been a long tradi
t ion of people adapting to and 
shaping the n a t u r a l environ
ment through the accumula
tion of local knowledge and ex
perience. This relationship has 
been increasingly disrupted as 
a resul t of e x t e r n a l g lobal 
forces, notably the globaliza
tion of capital, large-scale tech
nology a n d communications, 
s u b o r d i n a t i o n w i t h i n w o r l d 

markets, and rising levels of 
consumption by the rich, par
ticularly concentrated i n indus
trialized countries. These proc
esses have eroded livelihoods, 
the natura l environment, and 
the interaction between peo
ple and their environment. The 
focus on population growth as 
the key factor i n degrading the 
environment is thus misplaced. 

Because poor women and chil
dren are the poorest of the poor, 
and because of the central role 
that women play i n household 
and natura l resource manage
ment, they are particularly af
fected by the erosion of liveli
hoods. It has been repeatedly 
demonstrated that fertility is 
determined by cultural and 
socio-economic factors such as 
women's economic autonomy, 
legal and political rights, edu
cation, and access to reproduc
tive health services and health. 
Fert i l i ty decline is also related 
to the i m p r o v e d s u r v i v a l 
chances of offspring. However, 
general erosion of livelihoods 
as a result of global economic 
and political forces, and result
ing national policies, are in
creasingly undermining wom
en's access to health services 
( i n c l u d i n g f a m i l y p l a n n i n g 
services) and education. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

if Despite current ideolo
gies and policies favoring trade 
liberalization free of state regu
lation, m a r k e t forces cannot be 
relied upon to protect the live
lihoods of people or the health 
of the environment. 

•A The global community 
(including N G O s a n d interna
tional inst i tut ions) , national 
and local governments have 
an obhgation to protect the en
vironment a n d to help to en
sure the sustainable livelihoods 
of present a n d future genera
tions. 

The extractive industries 
including m i n i n g , logging and 
petroleum tend to disrupt both 
the physical a n d social envi
ronment. It is therefore rec
ommended that: 

• an international database 

of the social, economic and 

environmental effects of these 

traded resources be estab

lished; 

• information drawnfrom the 

database be made available 

to local communities; 

• social a n d environmental 

impact studies be commis

sioned by governments; and 
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• an international code of 
ethics for extractive compa
nies be incorporated into all 
concessions and contracts. 

•k Intensive agriculture, 
transformative industries and 
military activities that may 
produce waste and pollution as 
well as severe social and eco
nomic dislocation adversely 
affect the environment and the 
health of people. Critical as
sessment of the environmen
tal and human effects of 
these processes is ur
gently needed. 

•k In order to pro
mote the sustainability 
of agriculture, interna
tional organizations, na
tional governments, and 
producers' associations 
must develop and dis
seminate more careful 
guidelines and regula
tions. This would help 
to ensure that the use of 
modern agr icu l tura l 
technology such as fer
tilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides, irr igation 
and machinery have the 
least deleterious impact 
on the environment and 
people. 

if There must be a reas
sessment of macro-economic 
forces such as debt, resulting 
structural adjustment pro
grams, financial and trade 
flows and agreements, and 
national government interven
tions, to mitigate their dra
matic and damaging effects on 
the natural environment and 
livelihoods of the poor. ^ • 

* In order to promote sus
tainable development in gen
eral and livelihoods in particu
lar: 

• Management of local re
sources and the definition of 
"environmental problems", 
must be democratized so that 
local communities can influ
ence and invoke state regula
tions and policies which pro
tect their access to resources. 

• Women must have a 
stronger role in decision mak
ing. 

• Women and men must have 
increased access to informa
tion on the environmental 
damage of the industrialized 
products and processes which 
they encounter in every day 
life. 

ii Governments, corpora
tions, academic institutions 

and society must pro
mote more environmen
tally-sound and sustain
able forms of develop
ment and technology, in
cluding the transfer of 
environmentally-appro
priate technology. To 
this end, innovative 
measures must be devel-

— ^ oped and implemented 
^ with respect to national 

income accounting sys
tems, taxation and leg
islation. 

• Women's entitlements and 
access to key services must 
increase, e.g. 

• education 
• employment/child care 
• health care for themselves 
and their families 
• adequate reproductive 
health services 
• equal property and legal 
rights. 

* There must be a 
concerted effort on the 
part of the local, national, 
and global communities 
to change values that 
have led to overcon-
sumption, so as to pro
mote a new ethic which 
attaches primacy to car

ing for people in harmony with 
the environment. 

Concerned scholars participating in 
a SSRC/ISSC/DAWN workshop on 
population and the environment, 
Mexico, Jan/Feb 1992 
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