WOMEN AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

AFTER THE EARTH SummiT,

WomeN PLAN

By Cristina B. Bontuyan

our months after the

United Nations Con-

ference on Environ-

ment and Development
(UNCED) or Earth Summit in
RiodeJaneiro, Brazil,a meeting
onWomen, Environment and De-
velopment (WED) was held in
October 1992 at the Interna-
tional Centre in Amsterdam.
Initiated by Both ENDS, a
Dutch NGO on environment and
development, the WED Meeting
was participated in by women
from the different women’s
groups and NGOs worldwide.
The primary purpose ofthe meet-
ing was to discuss and deter-
mine diverse actions and focal
points for women’s involvement
in environment and sustainable
development.

Five major focal points wereiden-
tified and discussed, namely vi-
sion, approaches, methodology,
tools for change and specific is-
sues. For vision, the partici-
pants tackled: fundamental
change of existing patriarchal
development models and strate-
gies, the need to further define
WED and Women in Develop-
ment (WID), sustainable liveli-
hood and living, alternative
analysis with women’s perspec-
tives. For approaches, the as-
sembly identified the need to be
aware of local context and local
knowledge, clear linkages and
awareness of groups working a
given area, identification of op-
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portunities for partnership to na-
ture global sisterhood. In addi-
tion, approaches should be con-
textualized, decentralized,inter-
dependent, a learning process
and holistic. The methodology
to attain the vision must be par-
ticipatoryin nature and uses the
above-mentioned approaches.
The gathering of women high-
lighted the importance of
Agenda 21 blueprint of post-
UNCED scenarios in all area
relating to sustainable develop-
ment of the planet from now till
the 21st century.

Asthe transition concerned every
living inhabitant of this earth, it
is necessary to examine, moni-
toritsimplementation, and work
foritsimprovement. Gender bal-
ance in all newly created bodies
like the Sustainable Develop-
ment Commission and the Earth
Council must be pursued. En-
hance networking, research and
other capacity building of wom-
en’s groups in WED must be en-
couraged. Issues that need spe-
cial attention like consumption
and lifestyle must be tackled by
WED groups. Lets get involved
and participate in the 1994 UN
Conference on Population and
the Women’s Conference in 1995
preparatory activities and voice
our concern.

Also noted at the meeting was
the importance of information
sharing on populationissuesand

Global Environmental Facility
(GEF) among others. The GEF
is a created funding mechanism
presently managed by the World
Bank, United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) and
the United Nations Education
Programme (UNEP). Its primary
task is to ensure adequate fi-
nancing for the implementation
of Agenda 21.
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