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Ahmedabad Women's Action Group 
(AWAG) 
(India) 

Ahmedabad Women's Action Group 
(AWAG) Started wo rk ing i n J a n u a r y 1981 as 
a b r a n c h of F oun da t i on for Pub l i c Interest. It 
has been the group's endeavor to es tab l i sh 
women's equal i ty i n a l l wa lks of life and thus 
ensure their equa l par t i c ipat ion i n the devel­
opment of the country . The group a ims to 
raise women's image i n society by protest ing 
elements w h i c h demean the image of women. 

AWAG under takes a number of aware­
ness bu i ld ing activities s u c h as: doing projects 
and studies related to the wel l being, security 
and educat ion of women; put t ing up exhib i ­
t ions, orgEinising meetings and seminars ; 
organis ing marches cind protests against 
violence aga inst women; par t i c ipat ing i n 
meetings and seminars that other groups 
organise, bo th i n and outside the Gujarat 
region; cont r ibut ing to dai l ies and weeklies; 
par t i c ipa t ing i n television d iscuss ions ; r u n ­
n ing a counsel l ing centre and assist ing women 
i n t ak ing legal act ion. 

AWAG runs a counse l ing center for 
women centered counse l ing problems on 
mar i ta l d i scord , family d isputes and other 
related matters . The center also organizes 
c lasses o n fami ly life educat ion i n schools, 
colleges a n d women's groups. It also serves 
as a field work p lacement center for t ra in ing 
studies . 

For more information, write: 
48, Somnath Nagar, Vijaynagar Road, 
Naranpura, Ahmedabad 380 013 
tel. 47 00 36 i 

Zimbabwe Women's Resource Centre 
and Network (ZWRCN) 
(Zimbabwe) 

jy/lllZWRCN 

The ZWRCN is a newly establ ished non­
governmental organizat ion (NGO) w h i c h has 
as its m a i n objective the enhancement of the 
posi t ion of women i n Z imbabwean society. It 
is a resource centre and a network w i th 
documents and in format ion on Women i n 
Development (WID). The Centre funct ions as 
a l ibrary where documents and in format ion 
on gender issues are systematiceil ly organ­
ized for a wide variety of users . The Network 
l i nks people active i n the women and devel­
opment field, w i th a view to e l iminat ing 
dup l i ca t ion of efforts. 

The ZWRCN collects documents , data, 
reports and in format ion on women i n devel­
opment issues from var ious (non)-govern­
mental organizat ions on a regular basis , and 
makes this avai lable to users i n the Centre. 
It produces fact sheets w i th interest ing data 
for N G O s . women's organizat ions, m in i s ­
tries, donors and other groups to use. 

The ZWRCN repackages and translates 
informat ion for the use of grassroots women. 
The organizat ion also ma in ta ins and con­
t inuous ly updates a da ta base on organiza­
tions and people work ing i n the WID field and 
ongoing WID research. It facil itates debates 
and provides a plat form to d i s cuss current 
WID issues i n Z imbabwe w i th pol icy makers 
and beneficiaries. 

For JUrther information, write to: 
Stemar House, Room 203 
Comer Speke Avenue and Kaguvi Street 
Harare, Zimbabwe jj] 
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Networks 

Women for Women Political Prisoners 
(Jerusalem) 

Women for Women Political Prison­
ers Is made up of women volunteers who 
work with the objective of protecting the 
human rights of women who are detained in 
prisons In Israel because of their struggle 
against the occupation, and of bringing the 
methods of interrogation and the torture 
going on in the Shin-Bet wing, to the atten­
tion of the public. WOFPP-Jerusalem mem­
bers £ire active In the following activities: 

• Finding out the identity of the prison­
ers (especially at the Russian Compound), 
and giving them some basic aid; 

• Hiring a lawyer on behalf of the organi­
zation, to monitor conditions of imprison­
ment, to protect detainees from harassment 
in the detention center, and to ensure that 
they get medical and other aid; 

• Providing clothing necessities, news­
papers, and food through the prison can­
teen; 

• Appealing to public opinion and to 
public bodies In Israel and abroad In cases of 
gross human rights violations, torture, sexual 
humiliation, and collective punishment; 

• Maintciining contact with the prison­
ers' families and lawyers; 

• Visit ing released prisoners to obtciln 
first-hand testimony about prison condi­
tions and their treatment in prison; 

• Being present at court sessions. 

For further information, please write or call: 
P.O. Box 8537, Jerusalem 91083 
Tel.: (02)-255382 or (02)-241159 
Fax: (02)-251614 or (02)-253151 

Donations for legal assistance to the prison­
ers can be sent to: 
Israel Discount Bank 
4 Queen Shlomzion Street 
Jerusalem (Branch # 63) 
Account number 707317 [T 

Wo Men Zhi Jian 
(Taiwan) 
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FEMALE 
C L U B 

Wo Men Zhi Jian. the first lesbian 
group In Taiwan, was formed on February 
23, 1990. Its name was taken from the 
French film, "Entre Nous," a film about lesbi­
ans. 

As its first task, the founders started 
networking and letting other lesbians know 
about the group. Ithas also published friendly 
articles in the local press. In January, barely 
a year after It was formed.the group pub­
lished Its first newsletter and currently has 
more than 100 women on Its mailing list. 

Current goals of the group 

Its current goals are: 
• primarily to serve as a support group 

for lesbians and to provide a place for lesbi­
ans to meet, talk and socialize with other 
lesbians. 

• to provide a forum for cultural activi­
ties which include reading and discussing 
books, watching films, and discussing les­
bian Identity. 

• In the future, to pursue more public 
goals such as equal rights and treatment in 
the political process, the law, the workplace, 
marriage and mass media. 

Wo Men Zhi Jian is only two years old, 
but its existence in a country where the 
feminist movement Is still in Its inception 
stage is In Itself remarkable. 

For further information, write: 
P.O. Box 10464, Taipei, Taiwan. 
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Networks 

SOLWODI 
(Germany and Kenya) 
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SOLWODI (Solidarity with Women in 
Distress), Is an information center that helps 
foreign women who encounter problems with 
the German language and culture, with their 
residence permits, with the law for foreign­
ers, with partnerships and matrimony. 

One example is the case of Linda who 
comes from a formerly Communist Eastern 
country. SOLWODI took up Linda's case and 
helped her through the intricacies of the 
German legal system. They discovered that 
Linda's husband had brought other women 
to Germany, employing them Illegally and 
without pay. SOLWODI had inadvertently 
uncovered a dealer in women. 

This is just one of many cases that 
SOLWODI takes on. They provide support 
and assistance to women who are often out­
side the boundaries of the law and because of 
their Illegal status have little chance of fight­
ing their case in court alone. 

For more information, please contact: 

SOLWODI 
PO Box 3741 
6500 Mainz 
Germany 
Tel 06131122 22 24 (Mainz) 
Tel 06741/2232 (Boppard) 
Tel 0228/108248 (SKF/Bonn) 

SOLWODI 
Catholic Parish Makupa 
P.O. Box 86823 
Mombasa, Kenya 

The Kitakyushu Forum on 
Asian Women (KFAW) 
(Japan) 
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KFAW 

A new forum for women has been estab­
lished in Japan: The Kitak3nishu Forum on 
Asian Women (KFAW). The KFAW was es­
tablished by the City of Kitakyushu as part of 
a "Hometown RevitalizaUon Plan". The idea 
behind it is to improve women's status and 
eventually through this to aim at an interna­
tional improvement in equality, development 
Eind world peace. The KFAW believes that the 
condition of women is one of human dignity. 
It is a social issue and should be addressed 
by both men and women. In this way a wider 
contribution can be made towards an equal 
and stable community. 

The KFAW hopes to achieve its alms by 
participating in cultural exchange programs, 
sponsoring training programs and seminars 
to cultivate a better understanding of Asia; 
studying past and present women's prob­
lems, accumulating and distributing infor­
mation by networking with both domestic 
and overseas groups, cind working together 
with volunteers and civic groups. 

The KFAW publishes a newsletter, 
"Asian Breeze," four times a year. 

For further information, please write: 

Hisako Takahashi, KFAW President 
Kitakyushu International Conference Center 
Asano 3-9-30, Kokura-Kita 
Kitakyushu, 802 Japan 
Tel: (093) 551-1220 
Fax:(093)551-7535 [J 
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