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Feminism 

FESTIVAL Worisshop Resolutions 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 

uring the International Peace 
Fes t i va l i n the Ph i l i pp ines 
(IPFP) which was held last 4 to 

17 September 1991 at the University 
o f the Ph i l i pp ines in L o s Banos , 
Laguna, Phi l ippines, a workshop on 
Soc ia l ism and Femin ism sponsored by 
the As ian Women 's Human Rights 
Counc i l was held from 10 to 12 Sep
tember. Fo l l ow ing are the resolutions 
at the conclusion o f the three-day woric-
shop. 

Rea l i z ing that the oppression 
o f women persists in varying degrees 
in a l l countries of the wor ld. 

Whi l e it is recognized that gains 
have been achieved by women in a l l 
countries where strong women's move
ments exist and in socialist countries, 
patriarchy st i l l manifests itself in the 
family, in rel ig ion, in traditions and 
customs and in the economic and po
l i t ical structures, 

Whereas the mult iple oppres
sion o f women is determined by fac
tors of class, gender, nationality, race 
and ethnicity, 

Recogn i z ing that the " n e w 
world order ' ' has exacerbated the pov
erty and oppression of Th i rd W o r l d 
women g iv ing rise to new forms of 
slavery such as the sex trafficking of 
women. 

Rea l i z ing that the bodies of 
women have become the raw materi
als for b ig business in their b id to 
amass more profits. 

Wh i l e t h i s ' 'new wor ld order ' ' 
is slowly taking back the gains achieved 
by the women's movement in the First 
W o r l d through the cutbacks in budgets 
for women's support services, denial 
of women's reproductive rights, wors
e n i n g u n e m p l o y m e n t and the 
feminization of poverty. 

Whereas under this situation of 
worsening poverty, injustice and ineq
uity, violence against women is inten
sified and continues to present itself in 
the home, the workplace, and in the 
society in general. 

R e c o g n i z i n g that v i o l e n c e 

against women in the form of rape, 
incest, domestic battering, pol i t ical 
repression and sexualized torture of 
women. 

Real iz ing that in socialist coun
tries in which substantial gains for 
women have been achieved through 
legislation and the provision of the 
state of support systems for women, 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n o f housework and 
childcare, there is a noticeable trend 
towards bringing back women to the 
confines of the home and remolded 
within the patriarchal traditions and 
culture. 

Whereas with the magnitude 
and persistence of problems and issues 
confronting them, women have organ
ized and developed their own distinct 
movements dictated by conditions ob
tained in their respective countries. 

Whi l e from this wealth of ex
perience, the women's movement in 
the Th i rd Wor l d has synthesized its 
vital and integral role in the struggle 
for national liberation while maintain
ing its distinct character. 

Whereas the imperative for 
national liberation movements to carry 
as its own the agenda of women for 
liberation is slowly being recognized. 

F i rmly believing that social
ism remains a genuine alternative for 
the oppressed as long as it comprehen
sively addresses the issues of women. 

Rea l i z ing that social ism is per
ceived as an important phase in bring
ing about women's liberation, it is 
l ikewise imperative for the women's 
movement to continue to protect the 
gains achieved for women and further 
push the goal o f women's emancipa
tion. 

Not ing with sadness, however, 
that sexism persists even within pro
gressive and revolutionary movements 
which urges us to continuously chal
lenge our brothers, and to a certain 
extent our sisters as wel l , to rid them
selves of this. W e would l ike to under
score the fact that even in international 
conferences o f progressive movements 
such as the one we are holding today, 
sexual harassment and molestation of 
women happen, 

W i t h great courage and high 
hopes that we bring the women's 
agenda to this historical gathering of 
women and men from different parts 
of the globe. 

Tak ing into account that peace 
is a noble goal for which every human 
being should strive, and. 

Yet, cognizant that peace would 
remain an elusive goal for women, as 
long as the conditions for women's 
oppression exist and the particular 
women's problems are not addressed, 

We , the participants of the In
ternational Peace Festival i n the Ph i l 
ippines 1991: 
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1. Urge each other and every delegate 
to seriously take up the cause of women 
in every sphere of our lives: in our 
relationships, in our homes, in our 
workplace, and in our political work, 

2. Urge socialist states to continue 
advancing the cause of women's eman
cipation by equally addressing con
cerns of women in the productive and 
reproductive spheres, 

3. Cal l on our sisters to continue to 
build solidarity based on common is
sues even as we respect the particular
ity of each other's struggles because 
of our different cultures, historical 
conditions and experiences, and, 

4. Call on all delegates to continue and 
build mutual support and solidarity 
and bring to completion the goals of 
women's emancipation and to con
tinuously thwart any attempt at sub
verting whatever gains have been 
achieved by the women's struggle. 

The IPFP conducted 36 work
shops for the 169 foreign and 206 local 
delegates who attended the event. The 
workshop on Socialism and Feminism 
was geared specifically towards the 
needs of women, but other issues such 
as trafficking of women, women and 
children, ecology and development, 
the plight of the indigenous peoples 
were equally important to the women 
delegates. 

It was recognized that the wom
en's struggle is part of the broader 
struggle for global peace, justice and 
sovereignty among all the nations. 

HeaJth Meeting scheduJed in October 

n Asia regional meeting on Women's Perspectives on the Intro
duction of Fertility Regulation Technologies wil l be held in 
Manila, Philippines from 5-9 October 1992. It is sponsored by 

Worid Health Organization (WHO). 
Preparatory to the October meeting, Isis International Manila 

helped organize and facilitate consultations with Philippine women's 
health advocacy groups to discuss the country paper presentation of the 
Philippines. Aside from the host country, Bangladesh, India and Indo
nesia will also be represented at the meeting. 

The topics will include: 
• Users' perspectives on the appropriateness of particular methods 
of fertility regulation for particular settings in Asia. 
• Women's reproductive health in the context of their broader 
realities of life: linking health rights to general status, including aspects 
such as violence, prostitution, employment and political rights. Wom
en's perception of reproductive health services, problems, needs and 
possibilities. 
• Policy considerations taken into account in a government's 
elaboration of its population policy and program, including goals, 
resource allocation, priorities in research and the relationship between 
the public and private sectors. 
• Policy maker perspective on the selection and introduction of 
fertility regulation technologies into family planning programs in some 
Asian contexts, and on the participation of women in those efforts. 
• Providers' perspectives of service-related issues, including qual
ity of care, training, counselling and information. 
• Description and analysis of the experiences in introducing fertil
ity regulation methods into a country. 

Aside from the plenary sessions and country paper presentations, 
working groups will prepare recommendations and proposals in order to 
be able to address priority areas for research and program implementa
tion and consequently women's concerns and realities in fertility regu
lation technologies. 

Source: Documents of the Peace Fes
tival in the Philippines 1991. Pub
lisher: BAY AN. IPFP '91 Proceed
ings, P.O. Box 190, 1099 Manila. 
Philippines. Telefax: (632) 999-437; 
922-02-17. 
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Tha Second Asian Woman's Conference 
by Belinda Giron ArciUa and Cristina Bontuyan 

W R A N (Asian Women's Re
search and Action Network) 
together with several women's 

groups in Asia organized the Second 
Asian Women's Conference with the 
theme "Recreating Women's Asia 
1992." The conference opened on 
April 2,1992 at the National Women's 
Educational Center Auditorium in Ja
pan. Hema Goonatilake of 
Sri Lanka, Irene Santiago of 
U N I F E M and K u n i k o 
Funabashi of the Organizing 
Committee opened tlie con
ference. 

Aside from A W R A N , 
making the conference a re
ality were: International 
Women's Studies Asswia-
tion; Women'sStudies Asso
ciation of Japan; Women's 
Studies Group; Women's 
Studies Society of Japan; 
Yokohama Women' s Forum; 
Sakai Women's Organiza
tion; Sendai City; Hiroshima 
Asian Women's Conference; 
Kitakyushu Forum on Asian 
Women; Asian Women's 
Conference in Osaka. 

Participants to the con
ference were approximately 300 Japa
nese women and 20 overseas partici
pants from Australia, Guam, Korea, 
Thailand and tlie Philippines. Most of 
the participants were women's studies 
students, women's organization mem
bers, labor party members, local gov
ernment officials, writers, artists, 
housewives, etc. 

Isis International Manila par
ticipants to the conference were Belinda 
ArciUa and Cristina Bontuyan. 

At the opening ceremony, there 
were 14 resource persons from 12 dif
ferent Asian countries. Each of them 

presented sociopolitical profiles of 
their respective countries and their 
insights on the women's movement in 
Asia. 

The speakers were: Teresita 
Quintos Deles (Philippines), Anjana 
Suvamananda (Thailand), Shumeng 
Ng (Laos), Duong Thi Duyen (Viet
nam), Prabha Thacker (Nepal), Tati 

(Left to right): Cristy. Kuniko and Belyn. 

Krisnawaty (Indonesia), Jiraporn 
Chimpimai (Thailand), FareechaZafar 
(Pakistan), Rohana Ariffm (Malay
sia), Manju Baroi (Bangladesh), Rita 
Monteiro (India), Connie Jan Maraan 
(Philippines), Ku Yenlin (Taiwan), and 
Zeng B i Jun (China). 

Twelve workshops were offered 
during the conference: women and 
politics, women and education, wom
en's studies in Asia, women and labor, 
sexuality, patriarchy and violence 
against women, women in media, 
women and representation, war and 

women's sexuality, and prostitution in 
Asia. 

Highlights of the draft resolu
tion cited by the participants at the end 
of the conference: 

• they recognize the great ad
vancement of women's consciousness 
and the expansion of women's move
ments and solidarity in Asian coun
tries; 

• they recognize the fact that 
women are not treated equally despite 
their important contribution to the his
tories and cultures of Asian countries, 
and 

• they recognize that they are 
deprived of the right of living by the 
triple oppression of race, class and 
genderthat is often concealedby socio-
cultural structures; 

• they recognize the fact that 
Japan has neglected the Asian per
spective with its orientation towards 
tlie west, and 

• they recognize that Japanese 
economic prosperity is deeply interre
lated with the life of otlier Asians. 

The resolution also recognized 
that the participants valued the histori
cal significance and benefits gained 
from the conference. They shared a 
common Asian perspective for the fu
ture, and agreed that something should 
be done in order to find the direction in 
which Asian women can advance to
gether and promote the movement as 
one unified group. 

For more information about the con
ference, write: Asian Women's Con
ference Organizing Committee 
22-17 Nishikubo-cho, Tokiwadaira, 
Matsudo City, Chiba 270, Japan. 
Telefax: 81-473-87-7800 
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"Recreating Women's Asia 1992" 

H eart Link was written for the 
Second Asian Women's Con
ference in Japan by Ochiei 

Keiko. It was the theme song of the 
conference and was sung by the par
ticipants (right photo) on opening 
day and throughout the conference. 

Below are the lyrics of Heart 
Link in three languages: the first was 
translated by Sarah Pradt; the second 
is tlic original text by Ochiei Keiko 
and the third version was translated 
by Malee Benyagusol. 

Heart-Link 

Our lives intersect. 
Yours and mine 
The joy of this occasion 
The dreams we can 'I fulfill alone, 
You and I can fulfill together 
All of us can fulfill together 
Heart-Link Heart-Link 

Our lives intersect, 
Yours and mine 
This rich diversity 
We go beyond words 
We draw together 
In Sisterhood 
Heart-Link Heart-Link 
A time for minds to open 

Our lives intersect. 
Yours and mine 
We share the excitement 
See one another for what we are 
Meet without the barriers we have 
known 
Heart-Link Heart-Unk 
A bridge reaching tomorrow 

I. 

Heart-Link HQort-LInk 

2. 

In Sisterhood 
Heart-Link Heart-Link 

3, 

Heart-Link HoBrt-Llnk 

l leart- l Ink 

flltiO 

mxi 

hear t-I I nk, hear l - l ln l i 

fmjia'ju^ututnijifu 

In sisterhood 

hear t - l ink , heart - l ink 

Jlau 

jiuî uv(lS>nn>inu 

hear t - l ink , hear t - l ink 

i^osrojjViwnuluouififi 
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