Women and Art

The Ancestral Domain Defense Campaign
(APDC) is working for the popularization of the
indigenous peoples' rights, their struggles and
their aspirations. For more information, write
to: APDC - P.O. Box 10125 Main, Q.C,,
Philippines (Artwork: Boy Dominguez).

Asian Feminist Art

Asian Feminist Art (AFA) is a
group whose dream is to foster wom-
en’s creativity and revive, create and
share across cultural and national
boundaries, Asian feminist art.

AFA aims to bring back artistic
expression which grows out of Asian
women'’s everyday experiences and, in
so doing, value the women's perspec-
tive.

Artist Taeko Tomiyama was
AFA’sfoundingmember. AFA has been
and will continue to support her and
will enjoy her activities with AFA in the
future.

AFA’s plans include the AFA
Festival, three events over a number
of years in several countries.

The first of these events was
held in Tokyo on International Wom-
en's Day, March 8 and 9, 1991. Called

“Onna-no-Uta" (Women's Song), the
performance recreates a herstory of
women's art by reviving and reinter-
preting, on stage, Chinese poetry from
the third century.

Chinatsu Nakayama, a well-
known novelist, recited sections from
the Kojiki (legendary tales of Japanese
mythology) which she has reinter-
preted from a feminist perspective.

The Kojiki's feminist reinter-
pretation provided an illuminating in-
sight into a past where women had
more freedom and suggested how
male/patriarchal interpretations of his-
tory can deprive women of this free-
dom.

The contrast of the colorful
Chinese dance and the lament of the
Chinese poetry translated and per-
formed in Japanese beautifully por-

trayed the depth of women's artistic
expression.

The second round of festival
events will be held in November in
Bangkok, Thailand and in Indonesia. It
will continue to redefine artistic ex-
pression from a pro-woman point of
view while strengthening Thai-Japan
and Indonesia-Japan networks.

The third part will be held in
Chejulsland, Koreain 1992. The group
also plans workshops, seminars, net-
working and other activities to create
a valued place for Asian feminist art.
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