
Women in Aeia 

The G\oba\ for Women 

Network in Southeast Asia 

The Global Fund for Women was established in 
1987 as a non-profit corporation engaged in philanthropic 
work. It provides funds to seed, strengthen, and link organi
zations committed to women's well-being and full partici
pation in society. It provides small grants to groups con
cerned with female human rights and women's access to 
communication and media. 

The Fund also promotes greater donor understand
ing of the importance of funding women's activities inter
nationally and encourages increased support for women's 
programs, both in tlie United States where it is based and 
globally. 

A vital orientation of The Global Fund is its commit
ment to giving flexible, timely support to women's groups 
working on emerging, controversial, or difficult issues. It 
works through an international network of 85 advisers who 
give their opinions on tlie merits of various women's 
organizations and whetlier or not they should receive funds. 
It has public charity, non-taxable status in the United States. 

In some parts of the world (notably India and Mexico), 
Global Fund advisers have joined togetlier in groups to 
advise as a group rather than individually. In both countries. 

East As ia ^ 
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the advisory groups are working toward creating a "wom
en's fund" — a group that would fundraise and give 
away money - very much as The Global Fund does - within 
tliose countries and regions. In the United States, about sixty 
"women's funds" have developed in various cities, and it 
is an inclusive and exciting development in philanthropy. 

The Fund's support for women's advancement is 
rooted in: a commitment to justice, an appreciation of the 
value of women's experience, and a sense of urgency of the 
need to face and solve the world's problems. 

The Fund responds to three particular areas of 
concern: female human rights; communications, media, 
and communications technology; and economic autonomy 
of women. In its four and a half years of existence, it has 
assisted about 200 groups, many of which are in Asia. 

The Global Fund for Women 
2480 Sand Hill Road, Suite 100 

Menlo Park, CA 94025-6941 
USA 

Tel. no.:(415) 854-0420 
Fax no.:(415) 854-8050 
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Women in Asia 

Toward greater communication and interaction amon^ women 
and women 'e groupe In the region 

The Global fund visits Southaast Asia 
In September 1991, Anne Firth 

Murray, President of The Global Fund 
for Women, and Lucia Pavia Ticzon, 
one of the Southeast Asian advisers of 
The Global Fund and coordinater for 
organization and human resource de
velopment of Isis International and 
cofounder of the Women's Resource 
and Research Center (WRRC), both 
located in Quezon City, Philippines 
travelled to meet witli and consult the 
advisers and grantees of The Global 
Fund for Women on tlie possibility of 
developing a Global Fund association 
in Southeast Asia. 

Anne and Luchie were able to 
visit most of tlie advisers, grantees, 
selected women's organizations, pro-
women donors and donor agencies 

during the two-week trip that took 
them to Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Sin
gapore, Jakarta and Manila. 

During the meetings with indi
vidual women and women's groups, 
the consensus was that women want to 
work and interact together at a re
gional level on certain issues such as 
violence against women, trafficking 
in women and migrant labor issues, 
and training of women in community 
development and related skills. The 
groups felt that The Global Fund can 
nurture and expand these regional ef
forts. 

In particular. The Global Fund 
can help create an environment and a 
context in which women can relate to 
each otlier on tlie basic reality and 

uniqueness of women's lives. With 
this objective in mind, the Global Fund 
plans to continue discussing the possi
bilities of strengthening women's 
groups in the region. 

Since strengthening south-
south linkages is also one of the objec
tives of Isis International and because 
of its relocation to Manila, close col
laboration with The Global Fund and 
with other women's organizations in 
the region offer many possibilities for 
networking. 

The trip to Southeast Asia al
lowed The Global Fund a firsthand 
look into the many different ways it 
can service women's groups in the 
region and thereby the women's move
ments in the world. 

Some Women 'e Groupe in the Region 

Thailand 

The Association for tlie Promotion of 
the Status of Women (APSW) 
501/1 Mu 3, Dejatungka Road 
Tungsikan, Don Muang, Bangkok 
10210 

Established in 1974 as die Sui-
tus of Women Promotion Group, liie 
APSW's objectives are to study prob
lems pertaining to discrimination and 
women's rights and to promote equal 
opportunities between men and 
women. Tlieirprojects include: Emer
gency Home for distressed women and 
chUdren, SASAKAWA Women'sEdu-
cation and Training Center (WE-
TRAIN) and die Gender and Develop
ment Research Institute (GDRI). 

The APSW is presently operat
ing two Emergency Homes which pro
vide temporary shelter, food and medi
cal care. WE-TRAIN provides skills 

development in many areas while the 
GDRI is involved in academic and 
research work on gender issues. 

Friends of Thai Women Workers in 
Asia (FOWIA) 
P.O. Box 1102 Kasetsart, Bangkok 
10930, Thailand, Telefax 501-4539 

The FOWIA assists women 
workers from Hong Kong, Thailand, 
Singapore and Taiwan. Their work 
involves NGO networking, human 
rights council, church, domestic work
ers, prostitutes, and factory workers 

Friends of Women (FOW) 
984 Pha-Ha-Thit Road 
Bangkok 10200 Thailand 

The FOW is concerned with 
the following issues: quality of life. 

conditions of women workers in the 
factory (unions and the labor move
ment), health (occupational hazards), 
sexual harassment and violence (e.g., 
rape) and migrant workers from the 
countryside (covering not only Bang
kok but also Asia). 

Foundation for Women (FFW) 
35/267 Saransanitwong 62, Bangkok 
10700/PO Box 7-47 Bkk 10700, Thai
land, Tel. 4335149 

The FFW set up a Women's 
Information Center and the Home for 
Battered Women in 1987. The Foun
dation looks into issues of domestic 
violence, prostitution, sex exploita
tion, tourism, sex market, and wom
en's education. Its goal is to empower 
women by means of support programs 
and a separate project on AIDS. 
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