
CONFERENCES 

Manage the 
environment 
from the 
household 
level 

"Women in Safe Environment" 
was the theme of a national confer­
ence aimed at increasing awareness 
in the household of environmental 
issues and identifying projects which 
would encourage homemakers to 
contribute to environmental manage­
ment. 

The conference was held June 25-
27, 1990, at the Institute of Science, 
Mathematics and Education Devel­
opment (ISMED),University of the 
Philippines (UP) campus in Dil iman, 
Quezon City. The sponsor was the 
Phi l ippine Women's Univers i ty 
(PWU), representing the Asia-Pacific 
Women's Environmental Network. 

P W U vice president for planning, 
development and special projects 
Encamacion Rarallo, who served in 
the conference secretariat, noted that 
"women constitute a vital role in the 
management of the environment. 
They can effectively promote a clean 
and safe environment. By being en­
lightened consumers of biodegrad­
able products and preserving non­
renewable resources, they can pre­
vent land, water, air and noise pollu­
tion." 

She said the network was put u p in 
answer to the need to consolidate and 
communicate efforts of global/re­

gional actions towards environmental 
protection and management, to fa­
cilitate coordination and information 
exchange among women organiza­
tions, documentation and and dis­
semination of sound environmental 
management practices, testing and 
evaluation of technologies and prod­
ucts for their effects, good or bad, on 
the environment. 

The plenary session topics and their 
respective speakers were: "Women 
and Environmentally Critical Areas 
(Pollution and Poverty)" by U P Dean 
Asteya Santiago; "Risks of Toxic and 
Hazardous Substances and Their 
Impact on Women," Dr. Corazon PB. 
Claudio, president of Sitech Resource 
Group, Inc.; "Use of Home Pesti­
cides," Dr. Salome del Rosario, con­
sultant, P W U office of the vice presi­
dent for planning; "The Multiple 
Roles of Women in Upland Produc­
tion and Conservation System," Dr. 
Corazon B. Lamug, research director 
of the U P Los Bafios in Laguna; 

"Women in Home Recycling Cen­
ters for Development of Recycling 
Cooperatives," Dr. Emma Abane-
P*ujalte, president and executive offi­
cer of Irren Foundation, Inc.; "House­
hold Waste Management," Ms. Le­
onardo Camacho of the Women 
Balikatan Movement, Inc.; "Environ­
mental Education at A l l Levels," Dr. 
Leticia Cortez, U P ISMED; "Govern­
ment Organization," Prof. Rosario 
Jimenez, U P School for Urban and 
Regional Planning; 

"Science, Technology and the 
Environment," Dr. Juanita Manalo, 
director of the P W U Science and 
Mathematics Research Center; "The 
Role of External Assistance in the 
Implementation of Environmental 

Projects and Programs," Ms. Lirio T. 
Abuyuan, assistant secretary for for­
eign-assisted. Department of Envi­
ronment and Natural Resources; and 
"Shall We Recycle Our Waste to 
Maintain Ecology?," Dr. Metodio 
Pabypay. 

On gender 
and society 

The C h i n e s e U n i v e r s i t y of 
Hongkong's gender research pro­
gram held a conference on "Gender 
and Society: Pacific R i m Experience" 
from March 21 to 22 this year at the 
university campus in Shatin, New 
Territories, Hongkong. 

The conference program included 
a round table discussion on "Social 
Mi l ieu and Economic Reality of 
Gender Studies in the Asia-Pacific 
R i m . " There were also sessions on: 
"Continuity and Change," "Women 
and the State," "Gender Stereotypes 
in Mass M e d i a " and "Housework 
and Sexual Division of Labor" as 
well as a planning workshop on 
"Strategies on Gender Studies in the 
Asia-Pacific Region." 

Dr. Fanny Cheung was the gender 
studies program coordinator. 

Participants from the Philippines 
were Jeanne F. Illo of Ateneo de 
Manila University, and Leni Z . A n ­
geles and Lucia Pavia-Ticzon of the 
Women's Resource and Research 
Center. 
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THE o + 'BP 
Trafficking 
of women, 
children 

A seminar o n the traf f icking of 

w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n w a s he ld i n 
K a r a c h i , India , f r o m N o v . 15 to 19, 
1990. Part ic ipants came f r o m India , 
Indonesia, T h a i l a n d , M a l a y s i a , the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , M a l a y s i a , N e p a l , P a k i ­
stan, N o r w a y and Bangladesh. 

N a i n a K a p u r of India , in her paper 
"Ignorance is N o Excuse for a L a w , " 
observed that since the 19th century , 
"prostitutes have been squeezed be­
tween two extremes ~ inst i tut ional 
exploitation t h r o u g h l a w s a n d n o ­
tions of m o r a l sa lvat ion ~ i n a debate 
w h i c h has refused to a c k n o w l e d g e it 
as the most entrenched profess ion i n 
the w o r l d . " 

In most countries , she s a i d , " E v e ­
r y t h i n g necessary to w o r k as a pros­
titute is i l legal a l though it isn't i l legal 
to t)e a prost i tute ." She ca l led s u c h a 
p r o h i b i t i o n s y s t e m h y p o c r i t i c a l , 
unenforceable a n d corrupt , a n d b l i n d 
to the fact that prost i tut ion must also 
be seen i n terms of sexual abuse a n d 
exploitat ion of w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n . 

WOMSN in Action 

Fieht for 
reforms in 
media and 
advertising 

" W h o C a l l s the Shots?" , the 1991 
International Conference o n W o m e n , 
M e d i a a n d A d v e r t i s i n g , is scheduled 
for M a y 12-17, 1991, at the M a n i l a 
H o t e l i n the P h i l i p p i n e s . Conference 
c o n v e n o r is A n n a D o m i n i q u e 
Coseteng, district representative of 
Q u e z o n C i t y to the H o u s e of C o n ­
gress. The organizer is the W o m e n ' s 
M e d i a C i r c l e F o u n d a t i o n , Inc. 

A c c o r d i n g to the organizers , led 
b y A n n a L e a h Sarabia, one of the 
founders of the foundat ion a n d p r o ­
ducer of the television p r o g r a m -
Womanwatch, " the m e d i a have been 
identif ied by international institutions 
as a m o n g the key factors to the global 
advancement of w o m e n . W h i l e the 
m e d i a have s h o w n sensit ivi ty to the 
concerns a n d v i e w p o i n t s of w o m e n 
i n the last 10 years, m e d i a outputs 
have s t i l l been p r o m o t i n g negative 
images of w o m e n a n d stereotyping 
of w o m e n ' s roles, abil it ies a n d inter­
ests. These outputs have have also 
encouraged the imbalance of rela­
t ionships between m e n a n d w o m e n , 
a n d created derogatory attitudes 
towards w o m e n i n society." 

The conference w i l l seek answers 
to the questions: 

• W h y are m e d i a outputs concern­
i n g w o m e n the w a y they are? 

• W h o c o n t r o l s t h e c r e a t i o n o f these 
outputs? 

• H o w can the products of this 

m e d i a cul ture be m o d i f i e d to sub­
stantial ly address the issues concern­
i n g w o m e n ? 

• W h a t pos i t ive intervention can 
be proposed? 

M a r i a Vargas M o n t e l i b a n o , execu­
t ive director of the P h i l i p p i n e Presi­
dent ia l Broadcast Staff a n d Radio-
Te lev i s ion M a l a c a n a n g , w i l l g ive the 
keynote address to be f o l l o w e d by a 
p lenary session o n " C o m m e r c i a l 
M e d i a or P u b l i c M e d i a : H o w M u c h 
D o W o m e n M a t t e r ? " Part ic ipat ing in 
this session are G e r m a n y ' s Inge von 
B o n n i n g h a u s e n , D o n n a A l l e n of the 
U n i t e d States, Thais C o r r a l of Brazi l 
a n d Sel ina C h o w of H o n g k o n g . 

O t h e r w o r k s h o p s wall tackle the 
subjects: " W o m e n a n d M e d i a Eth­
ics ," "Satellites a n d Regional C o o p -
era t ion , " " C h a n g i n g Poli t ical Systems 
a n d C h a n g i n g Roles of W o m e n in the 
M e d i a , " " C a n W o m e n H a n d l e the 
N e w Technologies , " "Alternat ives to 
A d v e r t i s i n g Steretypes," " M e d i a 
V i o l e n c e a n d W o m e n , " a n d 
" W o m e n ' s P r o g r a m s for Radio and 
T e l e v i s i o n . " 

A m o n g the f i lms a n d video works 
for screening are: " W o m e n ' s Labor" 
f r o m India; 'T rauen-Fragen , " Ger­
m a n y ; "A Portrait of Imogen," U S ; 
"Into Focus: C h a n g i n g M e d i a Images 
of W o m e n i n A s i a ( W o m e n and 
M e d i a / W o m e n a n d Violence)" and 
' T r o m Priestess to President ," the 
P h i l i p p i n e s ; " W o m e n F r a m e d , " 
N o r w a y . 

F o r inquir ies , contact the H o u s e of 
T r a v e l , Inc., 411 Q u i r i n o A v e n u e , 
Paraf iaque, P h i l i p p i n e s , telephone 
n u m b e r s 832-0893 a n d 832-2371 to 5 
a n d fax n u m b e r 832-0044. 
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