
WOMEN'S MONTH CELEBRATION 

Women's Month 
in the Philippines 
was a virtual fiesta 
celebrating the crea
tivity and productiv
ity of our sisters. Fol
lowing is a partial 
listing of March's diz
zying assortment of 
activities. 

B O O K 
L A U N C H I N G S 

A double booklaunching of 
A i d a F. Santos's Dobol Helix: Mga 
Piling Tula 1971-1991 (E)oublc 
Hel ix , Selected Poems 1971 -1991) 
andEstrella A.Consolacion'sMga 
Bagwis ng Pangarap (The Tender 
and Delicate Wings of Hope) was 
heldMarch22at theUni versi ty of 

the Phi l ippines 
(UP) F i lm Center 
foyer in Di l iman, 
Q u e z o n C i t y , 
northeast of M a 
nila. The books 
were published 
by Katipunan -ng 
mga Kababaihan 
para sa Kalayaan 
( K A L A Y A A N or 
A s s o c i a t i o n of 
W o m e n for Free
dom). 

Santos, writer, 
researcher and 
teacher, is an ad
vocate of 
women's rights. 
She is a founder 
of K A L A Y A A N , 

G A B R I E L A , 
W o m e n I n 
volved in Cre
ating Cultural 
A l t e r n a t i v e s 
( W I C A A ) , 
among others. 

The late 
C o n s o l a c i o n 
was a "chi ld of 
the First Quar
ter Storm," the 
student-activist 
period of the 
early'70s, and a 
feminist . She 
was also one of 
the founders of 
K A L A Y A A N . 
Consolacion died of complica
tions from cancer in 1989. 

Flor C . Caagusan edited and 
translated Consolacion's poems 
from Fil ipino to English. 

T T T 

Over at O u r Lady's Court in 
M i r i a m College, Quezon City,the 
Women's Resourceand Research 
C e n t e r , K A L A Y A A N . t h e Instihite 
of Women's Studies and the 
Women's Studies Consort ium 
launched three publications 
March 25. These are: Springbook: 
Readings on Women and Society 
edited by Marjorie Evasco, A u 
rora Java tedeDiosand Caagusan; 
Proceedings of the First Teacher 
Training (Seminar Workshop on 
Women's Studies) edited and i n 
troduced by Javate de Dios; and 
Ugat (Root), poetry by N o c m i 
A l i ndoga n M e d i na. 

E X H I B I T S 

The group Kababaihan sa Sining 
at Bagong Sibol na Kamalayan 
(Women for the Arts and a N e w 
Consciousness) held its annual ex
hibition, featuring the works of 
artists Imelda Cajipe-Endaya, 

Brcnda Fajardo, Ida Bugayong, 
Aca Versoza, Chari toBitanga, Ve
ronica L im-Yuyi tung, Sally Car-
i l lo , Lisa Perez, Karissa Vil la and 
Paz A b a d Santos. The show was 
held March 8-14 at the Vargas 
M u s e u m , U P Dil iman, Quezon 
Ci ty . The exhibit was sponsored 
by the U P Department of Art 
Studies,Vargas Museum and Fi l -
ipiniana RescarchCenterand the 
Women's Coalition. 

T T T 

Artists V i lma Lee, Carol Dc-
gelet,CatheMalabananand Esme 
dc los Reyes had a group show 
March21-ApriI26atthe Instihitc 
of Women's Studies, Nursia 
Bui lding on Estrada St., Malafc, 
Mani la . 

The four artists exhibited por
traits, still life and nudes using 
charcoal or oil on canvas/wood. 

T T T 

"Walong Filipina" (Eight Fi l -
ipinas), a group exhibit, was held 
at the Liongoren A r t Gallery at 
i n N e w York St., Cubao, Quezon 
Ci ty ,March23-Apr i l 16. Oils, fine 
prints, photographs, ethnic-in
spired weavings, trapunto, terra 
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WOMEN I 
AND THE • 

ARTS 

Aftersong of 
Daragang 
Magayon 
lovers are better nameless. 

Cantata for 
Daragang 
Magayon 
B y M E R L I N D A C . B O B I S 

"in the mornings, 
mayon volcano renders you dumb." 

— abikolano 

daragang magayon, 
on this half-light, you stun me. 
you repeat a perfect crest, 
a once-upheaval caught at its height. 
framed against the sky, 
a breast heaved and held 
with no letting go of breath, 
your quiet fury of all ages. 
ay, you stretch m y eye to your peak 
as you would pul l my visions sky-high; 
you strain me to be bird 
this early morning — 
how you strain me, 
i almost hear me growing wings. 

down here, your immense sweep 
of bluish-grey-green 
becomes briefest i n m y wonder — 

16 

thousands of feet i fly i n a handspan, 
i n one sharp intake of breath 
when everything is fast yet still , 
i shall k n o w you. 

that bluish-grey-green shall loom 
a deeper green — trees, 
leaves, grass, and dew 
on its cheek. 
i shall k n o w you 
more than breast stunning me 
to a flash of w i n g . 

the day moves, and you are capped 
wi th clouds i f irmly elbow out. 
i monster-green — because i wish you 
clearest, 
more personal as a l u m p in the throat 
full as this morning 
i cannot even gulp — 
is this how to choke 
in too much beauty 
that splinters the eye? 
you lift me aching, up there, 
a spreading sense of earthlessness 
wi th too much earth! 
you stun me bird 
startled into possibility of flight, 

l ike k n o w i n g its name for the first time. 

i soar, lifted — jolted! 

but why, up here, you are strangest crest? 
hacked by the madness of winds. 
why, u p close, you stun me more? 
i smart with your deep ravines, 
your sharp cliffs, your roughest grooves. 
are you not perfect breast 
or crest of wave? 
no flaw? no lack? 
something vicious about a wounded 
mountain, 
a breast that suckled monster teeth — 
your name unclasps from memory, 
i do not know you 
ravaged to the foot. 

i can not love you wi th no name. 

it is enough to suckle sky, 
or be skirt spread 
unending lawn for all feet — 
bi l lowing, seeking all corners, 
w i l l i n g thoroughness for your walking's 

sake; 
ever earth warming wi th every surge 
of breast holding up heights for you. 
a, i am beautiful and clear 
only for those below 
whose hofxjless slumbers 
have been greened, 
because i have pulled sky-high; 
all chance-birds waiting 
for first-time flights, 
al l of you . 

but u p here, 
you can not know me 
as fullest crest or breast, 
as roost for all fliers, 
rest for tired wings — 
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you deny me, shun mc, 
because i am wounded, 
do not fret, 
my wounds wilt not w o u n d you. 

i have promised all a tenderness. 
so rest your youth on mc, 
and i wi l l sing you 
till you come of age, 
then set you down , 
having learned to be human, 
tt) wing without wings, 
bcvausc the sky up here 
and the earth below 
hd\ already loved 
in the spirit's depth. 
so gather all my wounds in your eyes. 
di) not blink; do not shrink 
from the tremor of l ids. 
my wounds are not far 
from the reddish grooves 
running the whiteness 
of your eyes. 
we are no different — 

up here, you shall k n o w me 
in the years you dreamt, 
those tossing of days 
that desired to rise, 
in the hit-beat of each minute 
that deepened gashes into grooves, 
into wounds not mine alone. 
do you not kn ow 
they live in the tales 
we brought to life together? 
in the song we sang 
again and again — like this: 

flight is song 
on four winds. 
there, where my wounds cut dreams 
of tall husbands and fat babies 
that never cry, 
because they do not die. 
there, you sing with me. 
i am queen, borne aloft 
and leafing in strong breakfast arms 
of your every sunrise, 
just before coffee, 
before the youngest splutters 
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kisses on his hot, hot rice. 
there i make perfect sunnysideups, 
yellow of the sun, 
enough to make you warm all over 
till the night 
when you prefer to love mc and the moon. 

flight is song 
on four winds, 
all gurgle and boo! 
all baby-shricking at the bath! 
there where i wonder, 
how smooth my womb after 
this noisy thing. 
flight is song 
on four winds 
as i spread mc as lawn. 
we picnic there, 
all our lives, 
me, alone with mankind 
wounding with this desire — 
queueing for the arms 
of mothers and wives. 

green this talc in your memory, 
and find the lives of all who l ived. 
tomorrow, i w i l l tell you a talc again, 
sing for us and sing us again 
i n every flight till queues 
are levelled into tracks; 
and even as tracks, 
i w i l l still sing you 
i n the tall cogon grass 
that clothe your earthstcps — 
cogon grass that barely stirs 
even when winds wonder 
where you roost. 

i w i l l even still this breast 
from heaving, because i d o not wish 
to wake you — i w i l l sing for you 
and sing you serenely, 
because i do not wish 
to give away your tomb in my womb — 
i only give it without asking, 
w i thout wondering 

w h y you are sleeping here, 
here in our conspiracy of dreams. 

Merlinda C. Bobis is a member 
of Women Involved in Creating 
Cultural Alternatives, a feminist 
creative writers' group. She is the 
au thor of two poetry collections, 
Rituals and Flight is Song on 
Four Winds . She taught 
literature at De La Salle Univer
sity in Manila before she went to 
Australia on a scholarship to 
pursue her doctorate 
in communication arts. 
The poems on this spread were 
interpreted in music, dance and 
voice at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines on hAarch 1 and 2, 
1991. The mixed media presenta
tion was produced by the CCP 
Women's Desk and the Coordi
nating Center for Dance to mark 
Women's Month. 
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cotta jewelry and drawings were 
created by participating artists 
Pacita A b a d , Remy Boquiren, Ida 
Bugayong, A n n a Fer, Jearuiie 
Javclosa, Charito Bitanga, Lita 
P u y a t a n d V e r o n i c a L i m -
Yuyitung. 

T T T 

A t the Cultural Center of the 
Phil ippines (CCP) on Roxas 
Boulevard, Mani la , a selection of 
paintings by women artists was 
sho wca scd a t the fourth-floor m u -
scum hallway March 1-31. The 
paintings are part of the C C P s 
pcrmanontcollection of artworks. 

The C C P is also honoring the 
Philippines' first National Artist 
for Dance, the late Francisca Reyes 
Aquino. A q u i n o pioneered i n the 
development of Philippine dance 
rcscarchand folkdanceprescnta-
tions.1991 has alsoboendeclared 
Francisca Reyes A q u i n o C o m 
memorative Year. 

Meanwhile, an exhibit on the 
life, works and achievements of 
Aquino was recently held at the 
Philippine Normal College i n M a -
nila and at U P Di l iman. Photo
graphs, books, awards and 
memorabilia made up the ex
hibit. 

T T T 

A pho to-a nd-poster exhibi t on 
the theme "ThcChanging Images 
of the Fi l ip ina" opened March 16 
at the Quezon Memoria l Circle, 
Elliptical Road, Quezon Ci ty . It 
was sponsored b y several 
women's groups incoordination 
with the NaHonal Commiss ion 
on Women. 

Also at the Quezon Circle, the 
Phil ippine M u s l i m Women 's 
Association sponsored a month-

long exhibit in M a r c h on M u s l i m 
women's textile craft. 

F I L M F E S T I V A L S 

The Concerned Artists of the 
Philippines'Women's Ctesk spon
sored the Second International 
Women's F i lm Festival from 
M a r c h 4 to 8. 

Participating countries i n 
cluded the Philippines ("Brutal," 
directed by M a r i l o u Diaz-Aba ya, 
and "Salome," directed by L a u -
rice Guil len) ; India ("Parama," 
written and directed by Aparna 
Sen);France("LoveatFirst Sight," 
directed by Diane Kurys); C a n 
ada ("Loyalties," directed by 
A n n e Wheeler); People's Repub
lic of China ("The Season for 
Love , " W u ' c r Shana); and the 
United StatesC'She-Devil," Susan 
Seidclman). 

A l l screenings were preceded 
b y documentaries from the 
U n i t e d Nat ions Information 
Center: "Womanpower: The H i d 
den Asset" and "Womenpower: 
International W o m e n ' s Year 
Conference." 

P L A Y 

M a n u e l Puig's play ' T h e 
Mystery of the Rose Bouquet," 
wi th a Fi l ipino translation by Joi 
Barrios, was staged March 1-3 at 
the Wi l f r ido M a . Guerrero Thea
ter, U P Di l iman, Quezon City . 
Noted cinema actressGina Alajar 
and stage veteran Angie Ferro 
essayed the lead roles. The play 
wasdirectcdbyTonyMabesaand 
sponsored by Dulaang U P . 

L E C T U R E S / 
S Y M P O S I A 

Prominent f i lm personalities 
and academicians participated in 
asymposiumon "Creating an A l 
ternative Image of W o m e n in 
C i n e m a " held March 1 at the U P 
A l u m n i Centermultipurpose hall 
in Di l iman, Quezon City . 

Sponsored by the U P F i lm 
Centerand theConcemed Artists 
of the Philippines - Women's 
Desk, the symposium was held in 
line with theSccond International 
Women's F i lm Festival. 

T T T 

A cooking demonstration fea
turing 'T i l ip ino Recipes in Times 
of Cr is is " was held March 16 at 
the Quezon Memoria l Circle in 
Quezon C i t y . 

T T T 

Five hundred government 
and 500 non-government organi
zations sponsored a National 
Women's Congress March 25 at 
the ballroom of the Philippine 
Village Hotel in Paranaque, Metro 
Mani la . 

A n a t i o n w i d e W o m e n ' s 
Prayer for Peace, a joint project of 
women goveriunent and non
government organizations, was 
held March 1. 

Another joint project, "Araw 
ng Kababaihan" (Women's Day), 
included a walk for peace, a pro
gram, exhibits and booths last 
March 8 at the (Quezon Circle. The 
Phil ippine Information Agency 
also launched its mini- informa
tion center at the Circle on the 
same day. 

T T T 

Productdemonstrations(fish, 
meat, fruits and vegetables, laun
dry and herbal soaps, vinegar, 
infant food processing, seed pro
duction, compost-making, stor
age procedures, embroidery, 
garments-and bag-making) were 

held M a r c h 6 and 7 at Quezon 
Circle. Other activities during the 
two-day affair were a bazaar and 
roll ing stores selling women's 
products, a case presentation of 
successful women's programs, 
projects and leadership, and dis
tribution of seeds. Sponsored by 
various women's groups. 

T T T 

A rally was held on March 8 at 
Mendio la , Mani la near M a l a -
canang Palace to mark Interna
tional Women's Day. It was par
ticipated in by various women's 
organizations. 

T T T 

A student conference on 
women's studies was held last 
month at the Ateneo dc Manila 
University in Loyola Heights, 
Quezon City. The sponsoring 
schools and universities were: 
Ateneo, De La Salle University, 
M i r i a m Col lege , P h i l i p p i n e 
W o m e n ' s U n i v e r s i t y , Saint 
Scholastica's College and U P . 

T T T 

The Philippine Women's U n i 
versity (PWU) and the women's 
g r o u p Diwa (which means 
"thought") recently sponsored a 
"Gender Sensitivity and Asser
tion Training" at the P W U cam
pus on Taft Avenue, Mani la . 

MILESTONE 

A d u l de Leon (1931-1991), 
poet-artist and activist, passed 
away on March 17. She w i l l 
rema in in the memories of those 
who have known her as a woman 
warrior . 

— compiled by Marie T. Dimapilis 
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